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In  today's  world,  people  receive  infor-  ship  for  the  participants,  as  well  as  giving 
mation  through  images  and  sound  bites,  recognition  to  ministries  of  excellence  from 
In  order  for  churches  to  be  on  the  cutting  ciround  tire  state. 

edge  of  reaching  the  lost,  media  is  just  Conferences  included  treuning  in  cam- 
one  more  method  of  bringing  era  operation,  photoshop  graphic,  direct- 
Mississippians  and  the  world  to  Jesus.  ing,  web  design,  production,  sovmd  advice, 

- 1  and  media  as  a 


of  getting  a  si^ial  to  their  provider.  They 
should  drtermine  the  equipment  needed. 
They  mi^t  need  help  with  lighting  or 
broadcast  sound  —  this  can  be  a  lengthy 
process,  and  a  lot  of  research  needs  to  be 
done  into  their  needs. 

"Our  Broadcast  Services  Department 

"  ■*  «i-  -  «  1  .  tt  « 1  j 

,  Richardson 
pointed  out.  "We  are  available  for  con¬ 
sultation  or  seminars  for  those  who  have 
a  media  ministry.  We  can  present  a  sem¬ 
inar  describing  what  mecna  ministry  is, 
what  a  church  needs  to  do  to  get  stared. 
Tony  We  can  come  evaluate  what's  there." 

The  awards  presentation  is  a  highlight 
of  the  amnual  event.  Awards  are  given  in 
two  divisions.  Awards  this  year  went  to 
The  United  Methodist  Hour  of 
Mississippi  for  "Time  that  Makes  the 
Difference",  best  first-time  entry. 
Division  II;  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  for  "No  More  Excuses,"  best 
radio  spot.  Division  II;  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson  for  "I  Love  America 
Celebration  —  Honor  Our  Heroes,"  best 
program  church  musicals.  Division  I; 
First,  Hattiesburg,  for  "The  Great 


ministry.  Program  [of  the  MBCB]  does  that, 
personalities  •  • 

mcluded  Farrell 
Blankenship, 
retired  director. 

Broadcast  Services, 

MBCB; 

Brooks,  Senior 

Audio  E^ineer,  of  the  amnual  event.  Awards  are 
First  Church,  f 

Jackson;  Lynn  The  United  Methodist 
Bullock,  b 
lock  Prod 
Jacksom.  J 


AWARD  RECEPIENTS  — 
Awards  were  given  at  the 
annual  Witnessing  through 
Media  Workshop  and  banquet 
at  First  Church,  Jackson,  April 
30.  Recipients  accepting 
awards  for  their  respective 
ministries,  from  left,  were 
Walley  Kennedy,  Director  of 
Food  Management  Solutions 
and  member  of  Colonial 
Heights  Church,  Jackson; 
Jonathan  Chaney,  member  of 
Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jackson;  Maurice 
Kelly,  Media  Director,  First 
Church,  Greenville;  John 
F^dgett,  Media  Director,  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg;  and 
Rusty  Holcomb,  Media 
Director,  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jackson. 
(BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Mississ^ipi  BfqTtists  in  Broadcasting  spon- 
soted  Witnesnng  dirough  Media  Workshops 
April  30  -  May  1  at  First  Qiuidi,  Jackson. 
This  groim  consists  of  the  Communications 
Services  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  as  well  as 
a  steering  conunittee  drawn  from  around  the 
state.  The  woricshops  were  designed  to  give 
training  and  support  to  churches  wishing  to 


■  urn  an.  It  s  been  a  very  gogp  new  taxes  on  gunbling  rev- 
■■  couple  of  weeks  for  the  gam-  enues  and  also  had  no 
«&bling/ political  complex  in  intention  of  backing  state 

lottery  pr(^>osals. 

start,  the  creation  of  the  ftrst  of  what  "I'm  against  raising 

>ec^  to  be  a  flood  of  gambling-  taxes,  period,"  he  told  the 
d  degrees  at  Mississ4>pi's  public  crowd,  referring  to  his 
rsities  was  approved  by  the  board  longstanding  (imposition  to 
istees  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  tax  increases  of  any  kind. 
^8  also  known  at  the  State  Still,  his  pronouncement 

^  board.  In  doing  so  by  a  unani-  had  to  be  music  to  the  casi- 
vote  (with  three  absences),  the  IHL  no  owners'  ears  and  came 
es  cin^venteri  present  state  law  at  a  time  when  gambling 
>rohibits  garnbling  courses  at  the  revenues  are  cmscenely 
state's  public  uruversities,  as  well  high  and  state  government 
as  the  Mississippi  Constitution  income  is  desperately  low. 
under  which  the  Mississippi  Lastly,  Mississippi 
Legislature  banned  gambling  Gaming  Commission 
courses  in  the  firet  place.  Chairman  Len  Blackwell 

Trustees  even  igrmred  a  1997  (^in-  told  the  summiteers  that 
KMi  horn  dien-Musissippi  Attorney  the  time  has  come  for  the 
General  Mike  M(x»e  drat  the  teaching  state's  houses  of  gam- 
of  gambling  courses  was  clearly  bling  to  move  off  the 
banned  by  state  law.  They  rushed  the  rivertanks  and  beaches 
vote  for  the  degree  b^re  sitting  and  on  to  dry  land. 
Attorney  Ger^eral  Jim  Hood  could  "CXir  laws  are  gcKxl  and 
generate  an  updated  opiniorv  and  our  regulations  are  g(x>d, 
before  new  irxxxning  trustees  covild  but  casinos  don't  need  to 
be  seated  in  tfre  next  few  weeks.  be  floating,"  Blackwell  was 
In  effect,  the  rmelected  IHL  Quoted  as  stating  by  The 
trustees  acbons  mean  they  have  sup-  Clarion-Ledger  newspa- 
planted  our  elected  officials  as  the  per.  He  would  also  like  to 
Wghest  governing  authority  in  eventually  see  off-track 
dppi  —  at  least  where  the  state's  uni-  bettinv  on  horsp  rarvM:  anH 
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Adults  drive  away 
youngest  athletes 

By  Tim  Ellsworth,  BP  Sports  Writer 
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Religious  violence  flares  anew  on  Ambon 


rd  par-  In  recent  hundreds  of 
ition  for  Muslims  and  Christians  have 
Ambon,  fled  their  homes  in  the  still- 
iported,  divided  Ambon  city,  leaving 
►irect.  them  at  the  mercy  of  wander- 
Bishops  ing  arsonists.  Small  groups 
(KWI)  armed  with  machetes  and 
!d  "cer-  sticks,  meanwhile,  stood  gu2ird 
ad  pro-  at  hastily  erected  street  oarri- 
fUct  for  cades  at  the  entrance  to  the 
jfit  and  Muslim  and  Christian  sectors 
make  of  town.  CWy  a  few  stalls  in  the 
think  market  dared  to  open  for  busi- 
sluccan  ness,  selling  only  tne  essenti2ds. 
ot  solve  Thirty-one  doctors  have 

len\s.  been  sent  to  Ambon  to  help 
leaders  with  the  crisis.  Compass  Direct 
with  reported,  and  a  contingent  of 
horities  400  military  police  also  has 
iderson  been  dispatched  to  the  area, 
discuss  three  of  whom  are  now  num- 
nd  the  bered  among  the  casualties, 
in  lead-  The  government  also  planned 
I  1  approximately  600 

tiiuorcements. 


BAPTISTS 


Sovereignty  Front)  cele¬ 
brated  its  54th  tinniver- 
sary  by  hoisting  banned 
fla^.  The  ensuing  vio¬ 
lence  has  left  more  than 
25  dead,  80  wounded, 
cind  200  homes  burned 
down,  according  to 
Conipass  Direct. 

Muslims  see  the 
RMS  as  «m  arm  of  the 
Christian  community, 
seeking  independence 
from  the  central  govern¬ 
ment.  Churches  have 
denied  any  involve¬ 
ment  witti  the  RMS,  but 
their  denials  have  gone 
unheeded,  leading  to 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


ers  were  quick  to  pomt 
out  that  the  small  mde- 
pendence  faction 
FKM-RMS  was  not  at 
die  center  of  the  vio¬ 
lence;  its  protests  were 
peaceful  and  members 
had  no  resources  or 
arms  for  such  activity. 

However,  Compass 
Direct  not^,  Mozes 
Tuanakotta,  the  general  Authorities  continue  to  cope 
secretary  of  the  FKM-  witii  the  numerous  after-effects 
RhG,  was  detained  by  of  sectarian  violence  ti\at  first 
police  after  the  flag-  erupted  in  1999.  They  have  built 
raising  incident.  housing  for  a  large  number  of 

^me  observers  the  estimated  36,000  refugees 
believe  activists  are  still  living  in  refugee  camps, 
taking  advanta^  of  However,  camp  residents  say 
tile  confusion  to  Dum,  tiie  new  houses  are  too  small  for 
kill  and  loot  in  order  to  families  and  water  and  electrid- 
>rocess.  ty  supplies  are  inadequate, 
le  vio-  Many  cu  them  have  refused  to 
leave  tiie  refugee  camps,  whidi 
th^  claim  have  bettra*  amenities. 

Refugees  have  been  warned 
to  leave  the  temporary  camps 
imar  and  move  into  tiie  new  housing 
within  the  next  two  months  or 
face  eviction.  An  influx  of  new 
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merits  of  the  Indonesian  military.  (BP  photo) 
ipon - - - ^ - z - At  present, 

muilt  after  A  meeting  of  national  reli-  lence  appears  to  be  restricted  to 
;us  conflicts,  gious  leaders  took  place  in  the  city  of  Ambon  and  has  not 

d  27 .  Jakarta  on  April  27,  according  to  spread  to  outlying  villages, 

ision  broad-  the  Jakarta  Post.  Musum,  The  Jakarta-based  newspaper 

stians  gather-  Protestant,  Catholic,  Hindu,  Republika  quoted  Ja'fer 

headquarters  Buddhist  and  Confudan  leaders  Ihalib,  tiie  leader  of  i^^sk^r 

eyes,  singing  from  the  Indonesian  Committee  Jihad  (a  banned  Muslim  activist  _ _ _ 

m  attempt  to  for  Religion  and  Peace  dted  group),  as  sajdng  he  was  ready  refugees  from  the  current 

to  send  his  men  to  Ambon  to  ing  may  cause  fi 

protect  the  undivided  Republic 
Indonesia  if  police  and  other 
security  fences  could  not  omtrol 
the  confiict.  Observers  say  tiiat 
Thalib's 

Laskar  Jihad  troops  in  the  previ- 
ous  conflict  prolonged  the  vio- 
lence,  rather  man  resolving  it. 


Copyright  2004  Compass 
Direct,  a  news  service  based  in 
Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  focusing  on 
Christians  worldwide  who  are 
persecuted  for  their  faith.  Used 
by  permission. 


The  George  Gallup  organization  publishes  a  study  which  states 
American  teens  are  nearly  evenly  divided  over  the  issue  of  abortion 
rights,  but  a  majority  believe  teens  should  have  to  obtain  parental 
consent  before  having  an  abortion.  Support  for  abortion  was 
strongest  in  the  East,  but  weakest  in  the  South. 


The  Baptist  Book  Store  in  downtown  Jackson  plans  to  move  to  the 
Westland  Plaza  Shopping  Center  in  west  Jackson.  Store  numager 
Charles  McGlocklin  ^ays  he  believes  the  new  store  will  possibly  be 
the  largest  local  sales  floor  among  all  65  Baptist  Book  Stores. 


Vernon  Boatman,  13-year-old  son  of  Hamilton  Boatman,  is 
licensed  to  preach  in  the  morning  worship  service  of  th^  Kilmic^el 
Church  on  a  recent  Sunday.  He  was  licensed  by  the  church  after  the 
pastor  and  deacons  had  unanimously  reported  their  confidence  in 
him  and  their  belief  in  the  reality  of  his  call. 
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Slain  worker  remembered  at  Southwestern 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP  and  local  and  three  other  International  Mission 
reports)  —  Six  weeks  after  the  attack  that  Board  (IMB)  humanitarian  workers  in 
killed  her  husband  David  McDonnall  Iraq,  Carrie  McDonnall  stood  with  the 

— . - r - -ZL  aid  of  a  walker  before  a  gathering  of  col- 

leagues,  family,  and  friends  at  a  memor- 
r  service  for  ner  husband. 

She  was  in  a  coma  on  a  medivac  flight 
'JmSUL  route  to  the  United  States  when  David 

j  was  buried  in  Cdlorado  in  March.  Since 

then,  McDonnall  has  been  hospitalized 
^ and  in  rehabilitation  recovering  from  her 

wounds.  It  was  her  first  opportunity  to 
participate  a  service  for  her  husband. 


REMEMBERING  DAVID  — 
Amy  Nobles  (right)  talks  with 
Carrie  McDonnall  at  a  recep¬ 
tion  following  the 
Southwestern  Seminary  memo¬ 
rial  service  for  McDonnall's 
husband  David,  who  was  killed 
March  15  along  with  three 
other  International  Mission 
Board  humanitarian  workers  in 
a  drive-by  ambush  near  Mosul, 
Iraq.  (BP  photo  by  Bill 
Bangham) 


Our  Life's  Work 


No  doubt  many  of  you  have 
been  reading  the  articles  in  The 
Baptist  Record  written  by  the 
associate  editor  Tony  Martin, 
telling  of  the  life  ana  work  of 
Arthur  Flake.  I  siropose  there  are 
a  few  men  in  histoty,  maybe 
Robert  Rakes  and  possioly  anoth¬ 
er,  who  would  be  as  icientified 

with  Sunday  School  and  Simday  The  Civil  War  was  one  year  around  the  world!  Not  a  word 
School  grov^  as  Arthur  Flake.  into  the  battles  when  Arthur  about  Sunda 

From  die  age  of  31  when  he  Flake  was  bom  and  90  years  reaching  children,  or  of  being 
came  to  know  Jesus  as  his  Lord  later,  when  I  was  in  the  second  the  best  you  can  be  a|  you 
until  his  death.  Flake  lived  with  a  grade,  he  passed  away.  In  my  come  prepared  to  teach  a  les- 
passion  for  the  Sunday  School  to  research  I  discovered  that  son  on  wnat  God's  Word  says 
reach  out  and  bring  people  in  not  Arthur  Flake  is  buried  in  to  our  needs.  Not  a  word! 
only  to  the  church  out  to  know  Baldwyn.  So,  nothing  would  do  He  wrote  books  and  articles 
the  Lord.  Flake's  Formula,  as  it  except  for  me  to  finothat  ceme-  and  bopks  have  been  written 
became  known,  was  a  plan  of  tery  and  that  grave  marker  about  him  and  his  work,  but 
action  to  prepare  people  to  reach  wmch  marks  the  place  where  none  of  that  is  even  intimated 
out,  get  die  faculties  ready  to  his  earthly  body  rests.  I  had  at  the  cemetery.  His  life  is  over 
accommodate  people,  find  the  talked  to  several  people  who 
prospects,  and  go  aJFter  them.  knew  where  he  was  buried  in 
As  a  deacon  and  Sunday  Baldwyn,  but  did  not  know 
School  Director  at  First  Church,  exactly  where.  Then  I  talked  to 
Winona,  he  set  out  to  put  in  some  folks  who  knew  where 
place  the  principles  ana  even  the  gravesite  was.  Following 
more  important,  the  passion  to  their  directions  I  went  out  on 
go  after  folk$-  He  was  purpose  the  edge  of  Baldwyn  to  the  coul 
driven  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  Masonic  Cemetery  and  began  story  of  what  CJbd 
before  there  ever  was  a  book  wandering  aroimd  in  the  old  a  man's 
written  by  that  name  and  it  was  gravesites  thinking  1  would  the  beautiful  word 
a  purpose  and  a  drive  that  never  discover  his  resting  place  and 
seemed  to  relinquish.  In  time,  indeed  I  did!  It  was  m  an  area  John  when  the 
people  recognized  tiie  hand  of  that  was  marked  off  by  granite 
Goa  on  his  li^  and  this  layman,  curbing  and  it  said  on  the  large 
salesman,  and  churchman  was  monument,  "Flake-Nelson." 
called  on  by  others  and  eventu-  Then,  looking  down,  I  saw  a 
ally  by  the  Southern  Baptist  small  granite  marker  for  his 
Convention  to  come,  lead,  and  wife,  I^na  Nelson  Flake,  and 
help  churches  all  across  the  beside  it  a  marker  that  said, 
nation  know  how  to  go  about  "Arthur  Flake,  1862-1952." 
reaching  people  and  help  ttiem  That's  all  it  said, 
to  grow  tnrouj^  Bible  study,  dis-  I  stood  there  staring  down 
dj^eship,  and  Sunday  School.  at  the  marker  that  is  now  over 
Our  Sunday  School  50  years  old  and  thought 
(department  at  the  Mississippi  about  my  own  disappomt- 
Baptist  Convention  Board  nas  ment  —  "Is  this  all  there  is?"  oni 
lea  out  in  putting  together,  up-  Yes,  that  was  all  there  was,  just 
dating,  ana  enei^ing  die  prin-  a  small  grave  marker  with  the 
dples  of  Arthur  Plake  m  a  l^k-  dates  covering  90  years.  There 

let  titled.  Flake's  Formula  for  was  not  a  word  about  this  man  families,  how  many  boys  and 

die  Future.  We  all  have  had  a  and  who  he  really  was,  or  the  girls,  and  how  many  lost  folks 

reawakening  to  what  this  man  service  that  he  gave  to  the  and  unchurched  folks  have  beqp 

did  and  continues  to  do  diough  Lord,  or  the  impact  that  he  reached  because  of  the  stirrings 

many  do  not  even  know  who  ne  had  on  the  Kingdom  of  God,  of  excitement  and  the  devotion  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
was,  what  he  did,  or  the  influ-  not  only  in  the  Southern  to  d^  mission  of  Jesus  pushed  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 

ence  that  he  continues  to  have.  Baptist  Convention,  but  forward  by  Arthur  Flake.  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral9mbcbxyrg. 


as  1  reflected  on  my  momentary 
disappointment,  1  later  began  to 
thinK  how  appropriate  it  was. 
The  tombstone  does  not  need  to 
tell  the  story  of  a  man's  life,  for 
it  cannot.  In  this  case,  it  would 
not  even  begin  in  a  small  way  to 
tell  how  far  reaching  his  influ¬ 
ence  has  been  for  oiu-  Lord. 

1  recall,  some  years  ago,  as  I 
School,  or  of  was  in  a  cemetery,  I  was  told  by 
someone  to  go  over  and  look  at 
a  marker  of  a  man  who  had 
attained  great  success  in  life 
and  so  I  did.  Actually,  I  had 
never  heard  of  the  man  though 
f>eople  in  the  area  were  aware 
of  him.  So,  when  I  went  over  to 
his  grave,  I  stood  there  beneath 
a  huge  monument  and  attached 
to  it  was  a  monstrous  bronze 
and  so  that  is  the  end  of  it.  Well,  plaque  detailing  all  of  the 
no,  not  really!  For  as  I  contin-  thin^  he  had  accomplished  in 
ued  to  stand  there  and  think  life.  No  doubt  he  was  a  great 
about  all  that  he  had  done  and  leader  and  had  accomplished 
what  he  had  meant  to  so  many  many  things.  He  was  a  gradu- 
in  his  lifetime  and  beyond.  I  ate  of  the  U.S.  Military 
thought  that  no  grave  marker  Academy  at  West  Point,  N.V,, 
ever  begin  to  tell  the  and  he  had  a  stellar  career  in 
t  God  did  through  the  Army  rising  all  the  way  to 
life.  Then,  I  thought  of  the  status  of  a  four-star  General 
— j  given  to  us  and  became  the  top  man  at  the 
in  Revelation  by  the  Apostle  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  He  was 
!  Scripture  says,  proud  of  what  he  had  done  and 
"Blessed  are  the” dead  that  die  others  certainly  were  proud  of 
in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  his  accomplishments  and  many 
and  forevermore,  that  they  may  of  them  were  spelled  out  on  the 
rest  from  their  labors  and  their  bronze  plaque.  However,  when 
works  do  follow  them."  time  flows  into  etemi^,  I  won- 

When  we  serve  the  living  der  whose  accomplishments 
Lord  Jesus,  just  as  His  work  goes  will  be  more  significant,  the 
on  thixmgh  us,  our  work  contin-  four-star  General  or  the  Sunday 
ues  beyond  us  planted  in  the  School  servant  whose  name 
lives  of  people  we  touch  and  was  Arthur  Flake? 
harvested  in  tiie  things  that  we  Now,  one  final  thought: 
have  done  for  Kingdom  purpos-  What  would  you  like  on  your 
es.  Itjust  goes  on,  and  on,  and  grave  marker  or  what  would  I 
*  who  keeps  the  records  want  said  on  mine?  I  don't 
for  all  of  tile  plans,  and  tiien  tiie  know  about  you,  but  I  sincerely 
faitiifulness  and  effectiveness  of  desire  and  would  pray  that  my 
our  lives,  knows  how  many  life  would  have  some  sparkle 

of  sign^cance  that  would  go 
on  shining  in  the  same  way  as 
has  Arthur  Flake's!  .. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


HOW  YOU  VOTI 
TODAY  IMPA«  •- 
tOMOhH‘  *.V 


Election's  importance  prompts  major 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn. 

—  "This  is  proba-  f  VOTE.  _ 

bly  the  most  crucial  ^ 


involvemerrt  mi^t 
be  controversial  is 
"just  plain  wro^" 
Land  said.  "Tne 


l^d 

Go^>d  by  its  essence 
and  nature  is  contro¬ 
versial  because  it 
offends  fadlen  flesh. 

"TTie  light  dis- 
peb  the  ourkness. 
The  [SBC's  doctri- 

_ _ _ rud  statement! 

"Tesus  is  calling  us  as  bom-again  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  says  fl\at  every 

_ _ _ J  Christian  has  an  obligation  to  seek  to  bring 

disinfectant  a^  to  be  a  preservative  against  society  under  the 

_ _ _ _ _ _ -  decay  and  destniction,^  Land  s^  citing  the G^l pfJ«us Q 

Baptist  Cwvention's  Eflucs  &  Religious  Jesus'  instruction  to  His  ftdlowOT  m  Mato  5.  ^ 

Lib^  Commission  (ERLQ.  "We  want  to  make  sure  all  ^en^ 

"It  IS  going  to  be  extremely  significant  that  are*  registered  to  vote  ^d  that  they  uiuler- 
we  are  mformed,  ready,  ar\a  paitic^ting  in  stand  owy  have  an  oblig 
toe  pnxess  this  year,’' Draper  said,  noting  in  the  process,"  he  said, 
iVoteValues.com  sets  a  "very  needed  en^toa-  tiative  will  include  a  tc 
sis  on  voter  registration  ana  education."  toe  United  States  featun 

The  iVoteV^ues.com  initiative  will  help  fit^  tractor-tndler  toat 
make  sure  every  American  is  registered  to  •  •  ^ 
vote  and  that  every  American  understands 
they  have  an  obligation  to  participate  in 
the  political  process  and  vote  their  values, 

Richard  Land  told  the  April  30  rally.  Land, 
president  of  the  ERLC,  said  toe  effort's 
website,  www.ivotevalues.com,  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  initiative  in  which  Americans 
are  teing  eiKOuraged  to  vote  their  values, 

"iu)t  toe&  pocketbook  or  their  party." 


election  we  have  faced  vtSftnX 

in  our  lifetimes,"  said 

James  T.  Draper  Jr., 

president  of  LifeWay 

Christian  Resources. 

"Tire  issues  Ireve  rqAD  READY  —  In  addition  to  its  website,  the  iVoteValues. 
n^CT  been  more  dear,  education  effort  will  feature  a  specially  outfitted  tractor-tr 
the  dangers  have  never  y  5  courtesy  of  the  Ethics  and  Religioius 

been  more  imminent,  - - - — - - - r“ 

Draper  continued  in  hosting  an  "Jesus  is  calling  us  as  bom-agam 
iVoteValues.com  rally  to  introduce  LifeWay  Oiristians  to  go  out  mto  society  m  a  moral 
empkwees  to  ^  voter  awareness  and  voter  u..  -  ^ 


of  fire  principles  of 

_ ^ _ , _ ist,"hesaid. 

I  doTnot  believe  the  church  should  be 
iorsing  candidates,  but  I  do  believe 
should  be  looking  for  candidates 
0  endorse  us  and  who  endorse  our 
.  _.ues  and  our  convictions,"  Land  said. 

The  iVoteValue8.com  website  will  offer 
voters  a  side-by-side  comparison  of  the 
major  presidential  candidates'  values, 
gleaneci  from  the  candidates'  political 
party  platforms,  along  with  aids  to  help 
church  leaders  discern  what  type  of  politi¬ 
cal  activity  is  and  isn't  l^al  for  a  church 
according  to  toe  Internal  R^enue  Service. 

T^  iiutiative  calls  on  churches  to  mark 
Sunday,  July  4,  and  Simdav  Sept.  26,  as 
National  Voter  Registration  Days, 
should  stay  R)r  more  information,  visit  wwwivoteval- 

because  toe—  ueS.com  or  {toone  (800)  475-9127. 


Coi  1  ic.i  «Si  SEMINARY  News 


Home  coMiNc.s  &  Ri a  ivai  s 


dents  named  are  Thomas  Edward  Ezell,  vice  president  of  ticadenuc 
Blalock,  Corrie  Jean  Cutrer,  a^urs,  will  present  candidates 
Rebecca  McCarty  and  Travis  aini  Larry  Kennedy,  president, 
^yne  Schmitz.  Pictured  (ftom  will  ccjnfer  deepees.  Guests  will 
left;  are  Steve  Stanford,  \^ce  be  seated  on  a  nrst-cxMiw  basis. 
Prudent  for  Student  Affoirs, 

Schmitt  Cutrei;  Blalock,  McCarty,  Mississippi  College  Associate 

and  Lee  Royce,  President  Professor  of  Music,  Lewis 

OswalL  has  contributed  a  chap- 
Approximately  168  students  ter  to  a  new  text  for  churdr  musK 
will  receive  graduate  and  under-  directors.  Music  Ministry:  A 
CTaduate  cfegrees  at  l^^Uiam  Guidebook,  edited  by  Donald 
Carey  College  on  foe  Coast  at  Clark  Measels  of  Carson- 
First  Church,  Gulfooit,  May  15  at  Newman  College,  Jefferscn  Qty, 
4:30  p.m.  Cheryl  TTrompson-  Term.  Measels  is  a  Morton  native. 
Stacy,  vke  president  of  academic  Oswalt’s  chapter  concerns  foe 
arnl  student  affiurs  at  Mississippi  preparation  of  a  church  music 
Gulf  Coast  Community  College,  ouaget  and  he  Jilready  uses  foe 


Staff 

Changes 


sented  a  pla^e  for  25 
years  ot  service  as  pro- 
Rssor  of  New  Testament 
arKi  Greek.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg.  Stewart  ^ 

serves  as  interim  pastor  of  First  will  speak.  Cloyd  Ezell,  vice 
Church,  Qendale.  president  of  academic  affairs, 

will  .present  candidates  <mci 
Approximately  316  students  Larty  Kermedy,  president,  will 
will  receive  degrees  at  'V>^lliam  cxinfer  degrees.  Guests  will  be 
Carey  College's  three  com-  seated  on  a  first-come  basis. 
merKement  exercises  held  May 

14  at  7  pm.  and  May  15  at  9:30  The  Mississippi  College 
am.  and  1  p.m.  in  foe  Dumas  Honors  Day  Convocation  was 
Smith  Auoitorium,  Thomas  held  April  20  in  A.E.  Wood 
Fine  Arts  Budding,  Hattiesburg  Coliseum,  MC  campus,  Qinton. 
campus.  The  Friday  ceremony  The  Hdl  of  Fame,  the  hi^iest 
is  for  graduates  receivir^  mas-  Student  Body  Award  given  by  foe 
ters  degrees  and  lOiy  K  Clay,  university,  nonors  four  seniors 
Superintendait  of  foe  Forrest  each  year  in  reaction  of  their 
County  School  District,  will  outstanding  leadership  ability, 
speak.  The  Saturday  9:30  a.m.  sdxjlastk  achievement,  partk^^ 
ceremony  is  for  graduates  of  tion  in  extra-curricular  activities 
foe  I^partment  of  Arts,  and  axTtiibution  to  student  life 
Humaniaes  and  Sciences;  aiKl  dedicatior\  to  foe  serving  of 
Cooper  School  of  Missioits;  Fad  God  and  feUovhnan.  The  four  stu- 


Robert  Bain  has  been 
called  as  miruster  of  music  for 
Woodland  flills  Church, 
Jackson.  He  holds  a  Bachelor 
of  Music  Degree  from 
Mississippi  CoUege;  a 
Masters  in  Music  from 
Uiuversity  of  Louisiana, 
Monroe,  and  a  Masters  in 
Qwuxfo  Music  from  NOBTS. 


Stewart 


Dianne  Weaver  WM  now 
serves  as  church  organist  of 
Woodland  Hdls  Church, 
Jackstm.  She  holds  a  Bachelor 
of  Music  Degree  in  Organ 
from  Belhaven  CoUege. 


James  E  Smith  has  accept¬ 
ed  foe  cad  of  First  Chur^, 
C  o  1 1  i  n  s , 
and  has 
already 
^^■assumed 
his  duties 
as  pastor. 
Smith  is 
graduate  of 
Mississippi 


Stanford,  Schmitz,  Cutrei;  Blalock,  McCarty,  and  Royce,  president 


CoUege  and 

i5  ft  p  i  i  S  t 
Theological  Seminary, 
Louisvme,  Ky.  He  has  served 
churches  in  oofo  Mississippi 
and  Kentucky.  Smith  former¬ 
ly  served  as  chaplain  of  foe 
State  Penitentiary,  Parchman, 
and  was  the  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Agricultural 
Missions  Foimdation. 


Send  resumes  to 
Grace  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  2412 
23rd  Aranue.  CuMpoct  MS  39501 . 


IS  now  accepting  resumes  for 
Associational  Miuions  Director  until 
May  30th.  Please  mail  your  resume  to 
P.O.  Box  716.  Ackerman,  MS  39735. 


For  The  “Right  Deal”  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark  /foolo<ioJoo|o3l 

601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


IN  Brandon,  Miss,  is  seeking  a  mature 
Christian  individual  or  couple  to  make  a 
long-term  commitment  to  serve  as 
you^  leaderfs)  on  a  bi-vocational  Erasis. 
Please  mail  your  resume  to  175 
Stonecaslie  Orl^  Brandon,  MS  39047 
or  email  to 

peulaacasdewoodsbeptlstxom. 


Rit e W ay  Bus  Sales 


h  f 


and  a  full  military  color  guard 
wUl  be  in  attendance.  For  more 

r  '-  i  . 

information  see  www.center- 

villebaptistchurch.org  or  call 
(601)  763^790. 
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Bible  Drill  Participants  of  Carrollton  Church,  Carrollton 


Carrollton  Church, 

Carrollton,  held  Bible  Drill 
March  21.  Jeremiah  Bums  and 
Caree  Joe  Gammill  advanced  to 
Associational  and  then  State 
Drill.  Bodi  were  aven  superior 
ratings.  Pictured  (nom  left,  rack) 
are  Rm  Tom  Pilgreen,  Olivia 
Bowlin,  Bailey  Marett,  Gammill, 
Bums,  -  (front)  Joe  Kelley 
Whitfield,  and  Patrick  Morrison. 


Pictured  (from  left,  front)  are 
Welch,  Leflore,  Johiwon,  Perry 
Irvin,  rastor,  Danny  Johnson, 
(back)  lUcky  Pullen,  Choyce 
Diffev,  and  Futral. 


(back)  lUcky  Pull 
Diffey,  and  Futral. 


Horseshoe  Church,  Tchula, 
recently  ordained  Don  Leflore 
and  Tim  Johnson  as  deacons. 
Gerald  Welch,  Holmes  County 
Association,  and  Rob  Futral, 
former  pastor,  lead  the  service. 


Centerville  Church,  Soso, 
will  honor  our  fallen  heroes  in 
a  Memorial  Day  Tribute 
Service  May  30  at  10:30  a.m. 
Major  General  Webb  Nix  MSG 
(Ret.)  will  be  speaking.  Arnold 
Flowers,  a  Bataan  E>eath  March 
survivor,  is  the  honored  guest. 
Robert  Hilbun  will  serve  as 
Master  of  Ceremorues  for  this 
tribute.  Ginger  Stevens  will 
present  the  National  Anthem 


Easter  Celebration,  Charieston  Church,  Charleston 


Large  Selection  •  New  St,  Pre-Owned 
lYcmendous  ^vlngs  •  Inunediatc  Delivery 

Check  out  the  Church  Bus  Section  on  our  web  site! 

www.busgroup.com 

Georgia  Louisiana  Mississippi 

866.287.4768  866.726.Sf42  800.423:8886 


Unity  Church,  Moselle,  will 
hold  VbS,  SonGames  2004,  May 

21  horn  5:30-8:15  p.m.,  and  May 

22  and  23  from  9  a.m.-2:45  p.m. 
Children  4-12  years  of  age  are 
invited.  Early  re^tration  will 
be  held  May  19  at  7  p.m. 
Friends  are  welcome.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  583-4798. 

Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  hold  a  communi¬ 
ty  sing  featuring  Delta  Blue 
May  15.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  895-2661. 

Coimty  Line  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  held  revival  services 
April  1-3  with  Danny  Lanier, 
Lmle  Rock,  preaching  and  Carol 
Welch  providir^  music.  There 
were  three  prof^ions  of  fiiifii. 
Dave  Qualls  is  interim  pastor. 

Union  Church,  Union 
Chuirh,  exceeded  their  $1,500 
Annie  Armstrong  goal  and  gave 
$1,625.  Ben  Piesneff  is  pastor. 

Magnolia  Church,  Laurel, 
recently  participated  in  Bible 
Drills.  The  participants  were 
Jamison  Hayes, 

Cody  FlyWi, 

A.C.  South,  and 
Sean  Pellegrin. 

Gail  James  is  the 
leader. 


Twenty-two 
senior  adults  of 
First  Church, 
M  c  L  a  u  r  i  n , 
er^oyed  a  trip  to 
Beiingrath 
Gardens  April 
22.  They  had 
Ivmch  aiva  a  time 


Guy  Hughes  and  Bryan  Presson,  pastor 


Pleasant  Hill  Easter  Egg  Hunt,  Carthage 


Welch,  Pullen,  Leflore,  Diffey,  T.  Johnson,  Futral,  Irvin,  pastor;  and  D.  Johnson 

lLAlB.il  CUBA  A  Lillie 

of  fellowship  at  an  Alabama  wel-  four  miles  south  of  Raymond  Picnic  to  Camp  Lakeside  fbl* 
come  center.  on  Highway  18.  lowed.  Mark  Vincent  is  pastor 


Bryan  Presson,  right,  pastor 
of  Eagle  Ridge  Community 
Churen,  Raymond,  presented  a 
check  to  Guy  Hughw  of  the 
Rankin  Baptist  Association  for 
the  purchase  of  their  mobile 
worship  center.  Eagle  Ridge 
Church  will  soon  move  to  th& 
permanent  location,  which  is 


First  Church,  Charieston, 
reoentiy  hdd  Super  Saturday  oel- 
ri>rati^  Easter  wedeend  witii  a 
fte  is  rasen  Balloon  Laundv  egg 
himt,  games,  and  activities  wim 
300  in  attendance.  This  was  one 
week  following  Higjt  Attendance 
Simday  vritere  the  goal  of  200 
was  met  with  274.  Anrst  Family 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Lifeliy  has  the  lohitkMi-e  IS-paaiaiger 
mini-lmf  that  meeU  Fltdaid  safety  itaii^^ 


Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Carthage,  recently  held  tireir 
aimual  ^ster  egg  hunt  and 
party.  They  made  crafts  and 
nad  snacks.  Pictured  (horn  left, 
front)  are  Josh  Lath^  Alexa 
Jdmson,  Austin  Lathcm,  Emily 
Thomas,  Adam  Thomas,  (back) 
Savaima  Alford,  Taylor 
Latiiem,  Graham  Scott  holding 
Gimter  Scott,  and  Jake  Rawsoiv 


r;ii  pcnln  hii-.cum 


Auto  &  Truck  Rentals  of 
Mississippi,  Inc. 

Spacializlni  (nVww 
Ntw,  fcilly  lowtod  15  pnunfir  " 
vww,  mini  vara,  convanton  vara, 
panal  vara,.  PidHip  Tiruds  a  5  X  8 
lumasB  trallan  MilaMa 

1 1 7  Em(  Rwl  SSM  •  iKton,  MS  M201 
601-946-3391 
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Branch  Church,  Morton, 
recently  held  a  reception  hon¬ 
oring  Michael  Giles  for  5 
years  of  service. 


Ten  GAs  from  Star 
Church,  Star,  who  completed 
a  Worid  Venture  Activity  Book 
were  honored  March  21. 

n  Pictured  (from 
left,  front)  are 
Abbey  Irwin, 
M  c  k  e  n  z  i 


GAs  of  Star  Church,  Star 


New  Hope  Melton,  Jon-Paul  Phillips,  and 
Church,  Sumr^l,  Anna  Meltcm. 
held  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  Georae  Gerald  Friendship  Church,  Ecru, 
Aultman  ana  his  wife  recently  broke  ground  for  phase 
April  10.  He  was  pre-  two  or  ftieir  $1.8  millicm  total 
sented  with  a  plaque.  reconstruction  project  of  tireir 

facilities.  Buster  vVilfon  is  pastor. 

Monticello  Church, 

Monticello,  held  a  Glendale  Church,  Glen, 
grouncforeakii^  ceremo-  have  had  seven  Sunday  School 
ny  for  a  new  ranuly  lifo  classes  increase  during  their 
center  April  4.  Taking  Sunday  School  CTOwth  cam- 
part  in  the  oeremoiw  are  paign,  205  by  2005.  Pictured  are 
pictured  (from  left)  Junie  the  teachers  who  had  class 
Harvey,  Paul  Jackson,  increases  during  March. 


Colby  Hipps  Sc  Una  O'Brien 


Monticello  Church  Groimd  Breaking,  Monticello 


The  Aultmana 


Frances  Boyd.  cates  of  superior  rating.  Tracey 
Hipps  is  pastor. 

Children 

and  youth  of  The  Children  in  Action  of 
Drew  Church,  Mt  Vernon  Church,  Meridian, 
Drew,  recently  led  a  March  churchwide  WMU 
partu^ated  in  mission  project.  Pure  Water, 
Mte  Ewle  Drill,  Pure  Love,  for  missionaries' 
Batesville.  water  filters.  The  Men's  class 
Pictured  (ftx>m  donated  $250  and  the  children 
left)  are  Joae;^  collected  $119.93.  Pictured 
Cummins,,  (from  left)  are  Cody  Freeman, 
Conner  Earl  Duke,  Nicholas  Copelton, 
Pounders,  Megan  Chatham,  Dusty 
Tiffany  Freeman,  Suzy  Hendley, 
Miranda  Chatham,  Cruz 
McNeal,  Chris  Nelson,  and 
Jacob  Howse. 

Houston  Road  Church, 
Laurel,  recently  celebrated  a 
note  burning  retiring  their 
indebtedness.  Herschei  Bragg 
brought  the  message.  Letters 
from  former  pastors  were 
read  and  Greg  Wiimingham, 
former  pastor,  was  in  atten- 
dance.  Following  lunch.  The 
Houston  Boys  were  featured 
in  an  afternoon  sing.  Larry 
Welbom  officiated.  Pictured 
are  the  church  members  pre¬ 
sent  and  the  deacon  body. 


Friendship  Church  Ground  Brealdng,  Ecru 


Drew  Church  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Drew 


Gleiulalc  Church  Sunday  School  Teachm,  Glen 


FINAUY  AFFFOtDAiLE  HEALTH  9982  or  pdiwgwoahU.att.neL _ 

INSURANCE  for  the  ielfen^)ioy«d.  Call  MlHfira  CHAOREN  A  RECRE- 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  AHON  to  provide  leadership  for  birth 
IrssurarKe,  wwwxhri(tumer4m.oom.  through  5th  grade  and  recreation  for  all 
AmXDAUf  HAi^N  VACATtdN  aga.  RequirermnU  indude  a  four  year 
Condo*.,  www.gulMtorefOondo(.com.  degree;  itrong  aMUtta*  In  organization  and 
All  ilzm,  Summer  ipecial.  TWo  night  mfoiitry  experience  In  both  preKhooWchil- 
weekend,  $195XX),  four  week  nights,  dren  and  recreation.  Sand  retumes  to  FBC 
$370i)0.  Efficiency  unit  a  adufts,  2  kids)  ML  OIKc,  3200  Mt  Olive  Road,  ML  OlKe, 
good  5/28  thnj  a/7,J205)  556-0368.  AL  351 1 7,  attn:  search  commtttBe. 


Mt  Vernon  Children  in  Action,  Meridian 


MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970.  long dhtanoeoorTparv3.9Mnute,r»  monthly 
SEtt^'S  SUMNti)  lAOdm,  MISS,  fees  No  axis  or  reUfcBon*,  6  second  baling. 
Chrlflian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl  2S0XX)0  happy  cudomm.  foU-kee  (866)  587- 
fiding,  windows,  metal  roofc,  patio  covers,  8346orwvvwjovenitSphorieMivioex3om. 
screenlglas*  room*.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800)  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rka  Sebren,  owners.  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
OAYUNIOftO  CCTAivAVt  i  Cblumbu»lackson,  (877)  477-1 699. 

RATH,  foil  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
parkway.  $65/Wite,  call  for  Information  at  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
(251)  666-2175.  Cell  phone  (251)  689-  mIm.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


Drew  Chhrch  Bible  Drill  Perticipante,  Drew 


Thb  Baptkt  Rbcxmd 
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CORRECTION 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  correct  factu¬ 
al  errors  you  added  to  two  arti¬ 
cles  about  NOBTS/sole  mem¬ 
bership  attributed  in  whole  or 
in  part  to  Baptist  Press.  You 
wrote:  "The  Executive 

Committee  has  asked  Southern 
Baptist  entities  under  its  con¬ 
trol  to  legally  designate  the 
Executive  Committee  as  the 
"sole  member"  ...  essentially 
meaning  that  Executive 
Committee  could  override  the 
trustees  of  an  institution." 

"...Kelley  and  several  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  school's  trustee 
body  have  expressed  concerns 
about  concentrating  absolute 
control  of  the  seminary  in  the 
hands  of  the  EC." 

The  Executive  Committee 
(EC)  does  not  control  any  enti¬ 
ty.  SBC  Bylaw  18.E.(9)  explicitly 
states:  "The  Executive 

Committee  shall  not  have 
authority  to  control  or  direct 
the  several  boards,  entities,  and 
institutions  of  the  Convention.' 
This  is  the  responsibility  of 
trustees  elected  by  the 
Convention  and  accountable 
directly  to  the  Convention." 

The  EC  has  not  asked  entities 
to  name  the  EC  as  "sole  mem¬ 
ber."  Entities  have  changed 
their  charters  to  name  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  as  the  sole  member  of 
their  respective  corporations. 
Sole  membership  does  not 
change  the  relationship 
between  an  entity  and  the  EC. 

Finally,  suspicions  "about 
concentrating  ^solute  control 
of  the  seminary  in  the  hands  of 
the  EC,"  are  misplaced.  Such  is 
not  possible  with  the  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  and  aaminis- 
tration  in  the  SBC.  It  is  crucial 
that  Southern  Baptists  be  prm- 
erly  informed  that  only  the  S^ 
in  annual  session,  and  not  the 
EC,  can  exercise  the  rights  of 
the  sole  member. 

Will  Hall,  Exec.  Editor 

Baptist  Press,  Nashville 


NO  GOSSIP  HERE 
Editor: 

Wlien  will  it  ever  end?  I 
have  received  degrees  from 
two  Southern  Baptist  seminar¬ 
ies  —  Southwestern  Seminary 
(SWBTS)  and  New  Orleans 
^minary  (NOBTS).  Although 
during  my  time  there  I 
observed  certain  things  about 
each  institution  that  troubled 
me,  I  was  able  to  not  only 
obtain  my  objective  of  gradua¬ 
tion  but  also  learned  various 
disciplines  of  faith  not  taught 
in  the  classroom. 

Now  that  I  have  b^n  in 
ministry  for  over  20  years  I 
have  learned  a  numioer  of 
things  not  taught  in  the  class¬ 
room.  One  of  tne  most  impor¬ 
tant  is  that  ministers  are  often 
judged  by  the  actions  that  they 
nave  never  committed  and 
some  they  do  because  of  cer¬ 
tain  convictions.  I’m  sure  most 
every  minister  can  identify 
with  this  statement. 

However,  the  current  situa¬ 


tion  with  the  Executive 
Committee  (EC)  and  NOBTS 
leaves  no  room  for  gossip.  1  he 
EC  has  once  again  and  contin¬ 
ues  to  make  everything  under 
the  sun  their  business.  Just  as 
the  Cafe'  Du  Monde  incident 
changed  Southern  Baptist  life 
forever,  the  EC  has  rumed  the 
"autonomy"  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  institutions  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  now  they  are  trying  to 
choke  the  life  out  of  NOBTS. 

1  can't  help  but  wonder  how 
Jesus  would  look  at  the  politi¬ 
cal  struggle  and  respond.  I 
suppose  in  a  way  he  might  say 
as  he  said  to  Nicodemus  late 
one  night,  "Why  should  I  tell 
you  about  the  tnings  of  heav¬ 
en  when  you  don't  even  grasp 
what  I  say  about  the  here  and 
now  on  earth." 

Trying  to  get  up  off  the 
killing,  floor, 

John  Brashier,  pastor 

Calvary  Churcn,  Jackson 


ADD  TO  PRAYERS 
Editor: 

Your  editorial.  Pray  like  it's 
World  War  IE  (April  22  issue),  is 
timely.  The  call  to  prayer  is 
needed  desperately,  i  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  you  are  correct  in 
your  observation  that  many  of 
us  are  not  taking  the  war  seri¬ 
ously  enou^.  It  IS  too  far  away, 
and  many  of  us  do  not  have  peo¬ 
ple  directly  involved  in  conflict. 

There  are  some  statements  in 
your  editorial,  however,  that 
concern  me.  For  example,  I 
wonder  how  you  can  say  that 
the  present  war  has  resulted  in 
the  toppling  of  two  radical 
regimes  that  were  directly 
involved  in  the  devastating 
events  of  9/11. 1  have  no  doubt 
that  Iraq  had  a  radical  regime.  I 
do  question  seriously  the 
assumption  that  the  regime  was 
involved  in  9/11.  The  evidence 
for  such  a  statement  is  sorely 
lacking.  I  am  also  concerned 
about  the  much  too  easy  equa¬ 
tion  you  seem  to  make  between 
America  and  Christianity. 

Appropriately,  you  mourn 
the  aeaths  of  many  brave  and 
selfless  American  soldiers.  So  do 
I,  but  should  we  not  also  mourn 
^  tragic  deaths  of  multiplied 
thousands  of  our  "enemiesr" 

Respectfully,  I  ask  that  we 
add  some  things  to  vour  call 
to  pray  that  the  forces  of 
darKness  will  not  succeed.  Let 
us  pray  for  our  enemies.  Let 
us  pray  for  the  innocent  vic¬ 
tims  of  war  wherever  the^ 
live  and  whatever  their 
nationality  or  religion.  Let  us 
pray  for  world  leaders, 
including  our  own,  that  they 
will  earnestly  work  for  peace 
with  justice  in  our  world. 

Dick  Allison,  pastor 

University  Ch.,  Hattiesburg 


TRUTH  IN  PRINT 


Editor: 

Ashort  note  of  flianks  for  your 
editorial  in  die  April  24  issue 
entitl^.  Pray  like  irs  World  War 
in.  I  appreciate  your  saying, 
"...we  are  in  Worla  War  HI''  and 


we'd  best  start  acting  like  (it)." 

It  seems  that  many  people 
in  the  population  in  general, 
many  church  members  and 
leaders,  many  in  high  places 
in  government,  and  even 
many  people  in  the  military 
services  are  having  trouble 
dealing  with  the  fact  that  "we 
are  in  World  War  III." 

Thank  you  for  being  politi¬ 
cally  incorrect  enough  to  lay 
out  the  truth.  Though  I  doubt 
that  you've  convince  mamy,  it 
needed  to  be  said.  It  is  refresh¬ 
ing  to  see  the  truth  in  print 
every  once  in  a  while;  I'm  glad 
that  it  came  from  a  Mississippi 
Baptist  publication. 

Robert  M.  Moore  Sr. 

^  USMC  (Ret.) 

Morgan  City 

Editor's  note:  Moore  is  pastor 
of  Morgan  City  Church,  Mid- 
Delta  Association. 


CHANGE  NAME 
Editor: 

I  read  the  article  by  Jim 
Futral  related  to  the  change  of 
name  of  "Southern"  Baptist 
(Directions,  April  29).  I  think 
that  is  the  greatest  thine  that 
could  happen  to  us.  We  are 
truly  more  than  "Southern."  If 
anything,  we  are 

"International"  Baptists. 

About  four  years  ago,  I  was 
part  of  a  mission  trip  to  South 
Dakota.  I  went  as  the  nurse  that 
I  am,  hoping  for  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  perform  blood  pressure 
scrfeenmgs  and  blood  glucose 
screenings  as  an  avenue  of 
meeting  people  on  the  street 
and  in  local  businesses.  We 
even  took  Mississippi  catflsh 
and  had  a  fish  fry  for  the 
town's  people. 

It  was  every  difficult  trying  to 
speak  to  people  anywhere.  On 
the  street,  diey  wanted  to  know 
what  we  were  doing  but  they 
shied  away  when  the  word, 
"Southern''  Baptist  was  men¬ 
tioned,  as  thou^  we  might  han¬ 
dle  snakes  or  some  sum.  They 
did  not  really  show  up  in  any 
number  to  sprak  of  for  nsh  fry  or 
for  Vacation  Bible  School. 

As  Futral  mentioned,  per¬ 
haps  the  time  has  come  (for  the 
ruune  change)  if  we  are  to  be 
interrtationd.  After  all,  we  have 
an  International  Mission  Board. 
Why  not  name  ourselves 
"International  Baptists?" 

Betty  Newsom 

Sontag 


BE  BAPTIST 
Editor 

I  would  like  to  thank  David 
Michel  for  his  April  22  Guest 
Opinion  entitled.  On  Mission, 
On  Line.  I  would  like  to  suggest 
that  one  huge  factor  in  church 
members  not  being  educated 
about  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  is  our  failing  to  properly 
cany  out  church  training. 

Somewhere,  somebody  likes 
to  keep  changine  things,  and 
when  Churcn  Training  was 
changed  to  Disci^eship 
Trainmg,  intended  or  not  just 


about  everything  about  it 
changed.  Now  we  teach  short 
term  courses  of  all  kinds.  These 
studies  are  all  right  —  I  don't 
want  any  reader  to  think  I  have 
a  problem  with  them  —  but 
they  are  not  nor  should  they  be 
the  total  sum  of  our  church 
training  curriculum.  Let's  look 
at  what  church  training  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be.  We  need  to  learn 
about  doctrine,  ethics,  polity, 
theology,  and  history. 

We  need  to  get  back  to  real 
church  training.  The  time  has 
come  for  church  members  to 
leave  Sunday  fishing,  get  out  of 
the  deer  stand  and  off  the 
turkey  hunt,  take  our  children 
off  the  ball  fields,  turn  off  the 
TV',  and  get  to  church  training. 
Let's  get  pack  to  the  practice  of 
what  we  are.  We  are  God's  chil¬ 
dren  (who)  happen  to  be 
Baptist.  Stop  blaming  our 
shortcomings  on  the  literature. 
Who  knows?  If  you  ever  really 
study  what  is  made  available, 
you  might  change  your  mind. 

One  last  thing:  Let's  stop  try¬ 
ing  to  appear  as  those  other 
guys  ana  TC  what  we  are  — 
Baptists! 

W.  Joseph  Abel 

Missions  Director 

Leake  Association 


THINK  FOR  OURSELVES 
Editor: 

About  the  Baptist  World 
AUiance  (BWA): 

•  BWA  is  a  foundation  of 
Baptist  churches  in  the  entire 
world.  Some  of  the  greatest 
men  our  denomination  ever 
produced  were  present  to  assist 
at  the  birth. 

•  BWA  messages  are  those 
that  reflect  the  honest  convic¬ 
tions  of  sincere  men  —  the  truth 
proclaimed  from  every  Baptist 
pulpit.  The  only  v/ay  one  can 
enter  the  family  of  Christ  is 
through  new  bird.,  which 
underues  all  Baptist  teaching. 

•  BWA  themes  are  Christ- 
centered. 

•  BWA  speakers  are  likely  to 
express  the  mind  of  Baptists  in 
general. 

•  BWA  resolutions  naturally 
carry  great  moral  authority, 
coming  as  they  do  from  a  con- 

ress  so  representative  of 
aptists  in  the  entire  world. 

•  BWA  was  accused  of 
"dangerous  and  aberrant  the¬ 
ology'  and  refused  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  respond. 

•  BWA's  accusers  have  evi¬ 
dently  not  been  to  the  meetings. 

•  BWA  is  a  fellowship  of 
Baptists  different  in  color, ' 
dress,  speech,  and  culture, 
but  honoring  the  same  Savior 
and  Lord. 

1  pray  the  messeireers  (to  the 
Soumem  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting)  will  think  for 
themselves.  Across  the  cen¬ 
turies  many  have  claimed 
audiority  and  the  right  to  rule 
the  mind  and  conscience  of 
men.  We  each  possess  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  thinking  for  ourserees. 
For  Christians,  mere  is  still  one 
supreme  authority,  even  Christ. 

Lillian  W.  Johnson 

Jackson 
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Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi<opy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  riumber 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.)  - 

m 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  In  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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Family  Bible  Study 


Nurturing  Family  Relationships 

Ephesians  6:1-4;  1  Timothy  5:1-8 


Patsy  Foster 


In  the  rush  for  possessions,  we 
often  neglect  our  telatior^hips, 
the  most  predous  part  of  our 
lives.  Parents  ofto^  k\dsh  their 
children  witit  gifts,  yet  give  them 
little  of  their  time;  while  children 
sometimes  view  parents  as  a 

source  of^meto^  what  they  the  first  commandment  with  should  command  his  own 
want.  IS  not  a  bowl  of  cher-  promise.  We  are  told  that  in  its  per  when  he  inflicts  punishment 
nes.  As  our  hvM  ^w  more  keeping,  it  wiU  be  weU  with  us  He  should  punish  a  chUd  not 
craiplicated  with  the  oianging  of  and  that  well  live  long  on  the  because  he  is  angry,  but  because 
lifes  Kasora,  we  n^  more  than  ear^.  Sometimes  children  die  it  is  right;  not  D«ause  it  has 
^erme  wisdorn  of  God  cOTcem-  untimely  deaths  because  they  become  a  matter  of  personal  con- 
ingfai^y  relahonsWp.  have  failed  to  honor  their  par-  test,  but  because  God  requires 

in  bphesians  6:1  children  ents  requests  and  ended  up  in  that  he  should  do  it,  and  the  wel- 
are  commanded  to  obey  their  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  fare  of  the  child  demands  it. 
parents  m  the  Lora/  for  this  is  time.  Several  years  ago  in  We  as  adults  should  also 
right.  Not  only  do  ob^ient  another  state,  several  teens  honor  our  parents,  providing 
children  help  the  well-bemg  of  were  killed  on  prom  night.  The  them  the  encouragement  and 
a  home,  but  society  also  bene-  story  emerged  that  one  girl  had  support  diey  need  as  tiiey  face 
hts  as  these  children  mature  been  spared  because  her  par-  the  changes  of  life.  My  hus^d's 
mto  adults  who  know  how  to  ents  insisted  she  come  home  parents  were  tau^t  as  children 
submit  to  God*ordained  earlier  than  her  friends,  to  love  and  esteem  elderly  family 


authority.  If  any  par¬ 
ent  commands  his 
child  to  break  die  law 

or  forbids  them  to  Vnat»r  nurture  and 

admonition  (instruction) 
the  cmld  is  not  bound  to  obey,  of  die  Lord.  Barnes,  in  his  com- 
Children  are  also  command-  mentaiy  says:  There  is  no  prind- 
.  honor  their  parents.  This  pie  of  parental  government  more 
is  the  fifth  commandment  and  important  than  that  a  father 


Though  she  was  furi¬ 
ous  with  her  parents, 
she  is  alive  today 
because  she  honored 
he^arents  decision. 

Growing  up  is  not 
easy.  ^hesians  6:4 
instructs  fediers  not  to 
provoke  tfieir  children  to 
wrath,  but  to  bring  diem 
pj,  up  in  die  nurture  and 
admonition  (instruction) 
of  die  Lord.  Barnes,  in  his  com¬ 
mentary,  says:  There  is  no  piind- 


the  fhst  commandment  with 

Eroiriise.  We  are  told  that  in  its 
e^ing,  it  will  be  well  with  us 
and  that  well  live  long  on  the 
ear*.  Sometimes  children  die 
untimely  deaths  because  they 
have  failed  to  honor  their  par¬ 
ents  requests  and  ended  up  in 
the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong 
time.  Several  years  ago  in 
another  state,  several  teens 


members.  As  a  result,  my  hus¬ 
band  has  an  abiding  love  and 
respect  for  eldoiy  people.'  VVfe 
new  to  take  time  to  remember 
what  our  parents  have  done  for 
us  and  rec^  diose  dungs  to  our 
children  and  granddiilm^.  We 
need  to  thank  our  elderly  family 
members  for  dieir  acts  of  sacri¬ 
fice.  One  Veterans  Day  my 
grandson  invited  my  dad,  his 
great  grwdfather,  to  school  to 
share  with  die  children  about 
being  in  die  FWlippines  in  World 
Warn.  As  a  remernbrance  of  that 
day,  we  have  the  picture  of 
Daddy  with  all  the  litde  children 
in  front  of  die  American  flag. 
Though  he  was  honored  by  die 
opportunity,  he  was  more  hon- 
orw  by  the  love  and  esteem  of 
his  great  grandson. 

m  1  Timodiy  6:1-8,  we  are  told 
how  to  relate  to  others  whcwn  we 
are  in  relationship  with.  We  are 
not  to  rebuke  an  «derly  man,  but 
exhort  him  kindly  as  a  fadier,  not 
harshly.  Exhorting  here  means  to 
urge  one  to  pursue  some  course 
of  conduct.  We  are  to  treat  the 
younger  men  as  brothers,  the 
elderly  women  as  mothers  and 


die  youngs  women  as  sisters, 
widi  all  purity.  In  carir^  for  wid¬ 
ows,  families  are  to  tate  care  of 
their  own.  Those  who  do  not  are 
considered  worse  tiian  an  infidel. 
For  godly  widows  who  have  no 
family,  die  church  should  pro¬ 
vide  them  a  means  of  support. 
The  early  church  employea  mem 
to  tena  the  sick  jmd  aged 
(Matthew  Henry). 

We  need  to  t^  time  to  care 
for  one  another.  Christian 
recording  artist,  Michael  W. 
Smith,  wrote  a  song  in  memory 
of  Cassie  Bemall,  the  young 
Christian  killed  in  the  Columbine 
High  School  shooting.  After 
meetir^  her  parents  at  a  memor¬ 
ial,  Michael,  the  fedier  of  five 
children,  talked  with  Focus  on 
the  Family  rtiMazine  about  how 
meetmg  Cassie  s  family  impact¬ 
ed  his  ufe.  He  said.  It’s  time  to 
make  a  difference.  Tf^  is  the 
time  to  be  a  better  mom.  This  is 
tte  time  to  be  a  better  dad,  better 
ftiend.  You  never  know  when 
your  time  is  gone. 

Foster  is  member  of  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


Explore  the  Bible 


Excellent  Leadership 

Titus  1:5-16 


By  Bobby  McKay  business  isn't  die  test  of 

a  true  leader.  You  don't 
The  quarterback  of  the  foot-  have  to  possess  three 
b^  team,  the  chief  of  pptice,  degrees  and  20  years  of  if  must  tu 

the  captain  of  a  ship.  What  experiencetoqualifyasa  McKay  boring  sermoi 
^es  to  your  mind  with  these  leader  in  the  local  church.  What  dered  myseS  as  he  1 
three  occupations?  One  char-  you  do  have  topossess  though,  is  message  how  he  was 
actenshc  that  each  of  these  the  courage,  the  heart,  and  an  puU  it  off.  Let  me  just 
sf^  w  the  call  to  be  a  leader,  honorable  lifestyle  that  God  can  I  can  remember  tha 
Over  the  past  few  years,  much  use  for  His  glory.  seven  years  later,  it  r 

bccri  written  on  leader-  In  this  short,  and  often  times,  been  a  cut  above.  I  ha'^ 
ship.  There  are  many  wonder-  overlooked  book  of  Titus  we  sometimes  telling  pet 
f^  resou^  ^t  you  c^  pur-  tod  the  Apoede  Paul  giving  a  I  preached  two  rnon* 
(haM  on  how  to  be  an  efferave  lesson  on  leadership  in  me  early  to  mention  a  few  year 
leader  in  business  or  spiritual-  church.  Though  not  gready  dis-  While  a  considera 
ly.  I  have  wme  woriderful  cussed  in  tiieological  curies,  island,  it  was  not  ina 
books  on  spiritual  leadership  Titus  is  not  a  stranger  to  early  in  die  eyes  of  *e  Lo: 


your  Bible.  Paul  is  about 
to  begin  his  class 
Leader^p  101. 

I.  Leadership  (1:5-9) 
About  seven  years 
ago  I  heard  a  good 
friend  preach  a  sermon 
about  the  island  of 
Crete.  Now  you  might 
be  saying  to  yourself 
uegrera  ana  a;  years  or  Mrif  av  if  must  have  been  a 

eqjenencetoqualifyasa  boring  sermon.  I  won- 

leader  in  die  local  church.  What  dered  myseS  as  he  began  the 


in  my  office  that  I  treasure. 
However,  we  should. all  note 
that  the  greatest  example  of 
leadership  is  the  Lord  Jesus. 
While  there  may  be  countless 
number  of  insightto  books  on 
leadership,  none  *ould  take 
the  place  of  the  Bible. 

Whether  or  not  you  run  a 


Christian  history.  He  is  believ^ 
to  have  accompanied  Paul  to 
Jerusalem  at  *e  time  of  the 
apostolic  council  (Acts  15:2, 
Galatians  2:1-3).  Titus  was  also 
one  of  die  diree  individuals  diat 
took  the  letter  we  call  n 
Corinthians  to  the  church  at 
Corinth.  Take  your  seat  and  grab 


message  how  he  was  going  to 
pull  it  off.  Let  me  just  say  that  if 
I  can  remember  that  sermon 
seven  years  later,  it  must  have 
been  a  cut  above.  I  have  trouble 
sometimes  telling  people  what 
I  preached  two  months  ago,  not 
to  mention  a  few  years  back! 

While  a  considerably  srnall 
island,  it  was  not  insignificant 
in  die  eyes  of  the  Lora  In  the 
age  of  mega-churches,  please 
take  note  of  diis  island.  Our 
state  convention  is  filled  with 
churches  that  average  less  than 
100  people  in  Sun^y  School. 
Approximately  90%  of  our 
Mississippi  ffaptist  churches 
have  less  than  500  resident 
members.  We  are  a  convention 


of  small  churches!  There  are 
some  churches  where  there  is 
more  reason  to  celebrate  if  there 
is  75  people  in  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  than  a  larger  church  with 
over  1,000  in  worship. 

My  point  is  this.  Smaller 
churches  matter  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God!  I  have  always  said 
that  while  a  chur*  may  ^ 
small  in  number,  they  should 
never  be  small  in  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  reach  their  community 
or  their  vision  for  the  church. 

Titus  was  in  Crete  for  a  rea¬ 
son.  That  reason  was  to  be  a 
leader.  Titus  had  the  important 
task  of  appointing  elders  and 
overseers  in  the  ongoing 
*urch  work  there.  You  wfil  see 
in  verses  six  duough  nine  the 
qualifications  that  Paul  spells 
out  for  Titus  to  follow  in  the 
selection  process.  Listen  up, 
pastor  search  committees  out 
there.  Look  at  these  verses  and 
see  if  you  are  getting  the  pastor 
your  church  deserves. 


II.  Lbgausm  (1:10-16) 

We  see  here  that  Crete  was 
by  no  means  a  cake  walk.  Titus 
was  faced  with  real  problems 


that  had  the  potential  to  do 
serious  harm.  Tne  problem  was 
legalism.  Don't  think  for  one 
mmute  that  this  is  only  a  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  past.  There  is  more 
legalism  in  our  churches  now 
than  ever  before. 

Legalism  is  one  of  the  choice 
tools  of  Satan  utilizes  to  make 
Christians  ineffective  and  dis¬ 
couraged.  God  is  not  as 
impressed  as  you  may  think 
with  your  lenmy  list  of  sins 
that  you  don't  commit.  What 
please  the  Lord  is  what  you  do 
for  Him.  Don't  reduce  your  life 
to  a  handful  of  man  made  rules 
and  regulations. 

If  you  are  like  me,  you  are 
going  to  sin  everyday.  Confess 
your  sins,  ask  for  forgiveness, 
and  accept  the  grace  and  free¬ 
dom  that  comes  with  being  a 
child  of  the  King.  TTie  biggest 
agitators  Jesus  raced  on  this 
earth  were  those  people  who 
valued  religion  ana  rules  more 
than  a  rew  relationshfo  with 
God.  We  serve  the  God  of 
mercy  and  of  amazing  grace. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Spring  Hill 
Church,  Waterford. 


cretary  of  the  Treasury,  said,  "Bad 
•Uticiaiu  are  sent  to  Washington 


Rejoicing  in  Heaven 

By;  Jimmy  Porter 

'The  virtue  which  is  necessary  to 
preserve  a  just  administration  and  ren¬ 
der  a  government  sta- 
ble  is  Christian  virtue, 
wWch  consists  in  the 
uniform  practice  of 
moral  and  religious 
duties,  in  conformity 
with  the  laws  of  both 
God  and  man.  This 
virtue  must  be  based 
on  a  reverence  for  the 
authoritv  of  God, 
which  shall  counteract 
^d  control  ambition  and  selfish  author¬ 
ity.  The  effect  of  such  a  virtue  would  be 
to  bring  the  citizens  of  a  state  to  vote 
and  act  for  the  good  of  the  state, 
whether  that  shall  coincide  with  their 
private  interest  or  not"  (Noah  Webster, 
www.ivotevalues.com). 

Mississippi  Baptists  should  tip  their 
hats  and  applaud  the  representatives 
and  senators  who  this  year  have  passed 
pro-life  bills  that  are  for  the  good  of  this 
state  and  provide  protection  for  the 
unborn.  No  doubt  God,  too,  is  pleased 
arid  the  angels  in  heaven  have  to  be 
rwoicing.  Much  has  been  written  about 
what  our  legislators  have  not  done.  The 
m^ia  has  focused  its  attention  on  tort 
reform,  funding  for  education  K-12,  the 
operation  of  mental  care  facilities,  and 
voter  ID.  Without 
a  lot  of  fanfare,  sev¬ 
eral  pro-life  bills 
became  law. 

There  are  godly 
men  and  women 
in  the  House  and 
the  Senate  who,  as 
Mr.  Webster  stat¬ 
ed,  possess  or 
demonstrate 
Christian  virtues. 

These  bills  would 
not  be  laws  toda 


both  sides  of  the  Capitol  have  stood 
tall  this  year.  Also,  we  must  say 
"Thank  You"  to  Governor  Haley 
Barbour  for  si^ng  these  bills  into 
law.  He,  too,  has  been  very  open  to 
making  Mississippi  a  leading  state,  if 
not  number  one,  in  providing 
protection  for  the  unborn. 

The  bills  are  HB352  which 
includes  the  unborn  in  acts  of 
wrongful  death.  HB1038  restricts 
abortion  clinics  to  the  first 
trimester.  HB1612  is  called  the 
Infant  Bom  Alive  Protection  Act 
which  simply  means  that  if  a  baby 
survives  an  abortion  procedure,  it 
is  to  be  provided  the  safhe  care  as 
any  other  birth.  No  longer  can 
they  be  discarded  or  left  on  a  table 
to  die  without  adeouate  care. 

HB1525  is  me  Abortion 
Complication  Reporting  Act 
which  will  give  accurate  data  as 
to  the  number  of  women  who  are 
injured  by  abortionists.  SB2619  is 
the  Abortion  Right  of  Conscience 
Act  that  exempts  medical  person¬ 
nel  and  institutions  from  partici¬ 
pating  in  abortion  procedures  if  they 
violate  one's  religious  beliefs  or  con¬ 
science.  SB2869  is  a  fetal  homicide 
bill  making  it  a  double  crime  if  the 
mother  and  her  unborn  are  both 
killed.  These  bills  are  far  more  com¬ 
plex  than  what  is  stated  here  so  please 
go  to  www.billstatus.ls.ms.us  and 


en  our  current  penalties  on  DUIs  and  oth¬ 
ers  that  related  to  the  liquor  industry  did 
not  make  it  out  of  committee. 

'  One  bill  that  could  possibly  impact 
;  a  church  is  HB1340  which  forces  con¬ 
victed  sex  offenders  to  reveal  this  fact 


go  to  www.chri8tianaction.com,  select  the 
Bnk  "Salt  Shaker"  and  read  Lee  Yancey's 
account  of  it. 

This  has  been  a  very  difficult  year 
for  our  friends  in  government,  so 
please  pray  for  them.  In  fact,  the  Bible 
says,  "Pray ...  for  kings  and  all  oth¬ 
ers  who  ^  in  authonty,  so  that  we 
can  live  in  peace  and  quietness,  in 

fodliness  and  dignity"^  (I  Timothy 
:2,  NLT).  Once  you  have  prayed 
for  our  leaders  and  our  nation,  get 
involved  in  the  political  process. 
Register  to  vote  and  then  register 
all  yoiu  friends  and  family  who  are 
of  voting  age.  Former  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  said, 
"Nobody  will  ever  deprive  the 
American  people  of  the  right  to 
vote  except  the  American  people 
themselves  ...and  the  only  way  they 
could  do  this  is  by  not  voting." 
William  E.  Simon,  former  U.^ 


by  good  peopL  - - 

{www.ivotevwue8.com). 

In  ffus  presidential  election  year, 
it  is  critical  that  all  Christians  vote.  Not 
only  must  we  vote  but  we  must  vote  our 
values.  Dr.  Richard  Land,  Pr^ident  of 
The  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Conunissicm,  states,  "Vote  your  valuM 
instead  of  your  political  affiliation  or 
pocketixwk.  EXmT  get  stuck  on  a  polit¬ 
ical  label.  Look  for  candidates  who  pro¬ 
mote  decency,  accoimtability,  and 
responsibility  named  within  a  biblical 
standard"  (ibid). 

The  Christian  Action  Commission 
can  provide  you  and/or  your  associa¬ 
tion  with  voter  registration  mforma- 
tiqn.  Also,  if  scheduling  permits,  we 
will  come  and  do  a  voter  registration 
seminar.  U.S.  President  Ronald 
Reagan  once  said,  "We  must  act  today 
in  order  to  preserve  tomorrow." 


■■  'X  '* 
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ership  of  the 
Speaker  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Billy 
McCoy.  Speaker 
McCoy  assigned 
the  bills  to  com¬ 
mittees  that  gave 
them  a  fair  hear¬ 
ing.  On  the  other 
side,  Lt.  Governor 
Amy  Tuck  exerted 
strong  leadership 
moving  the  bills  through  the  Senate. 
The  unborn  will  find  no  greater 
friends  iij  state  government  than  Mr. 
Billy  McCoy  and  Ms.  Amy  Tuck. 
Please  know  that  many  others  like  Jeff 
Smith,  Joey  Fillingane,  Carmel  Wells- 
Smith,  Randy  Pierce  of  the  House  emd 
Travis  Little,  Alan  Nunnelee,  Richard 
White,  and  many,  many  others  on 


read  more  about  these  bills. 

Hundreds  of  other  bills  were  consid¬ 
ered  witfi  most  of  them  dying  in  commit- 

tao  All  VUI1«  _ 


except  the  one  giving  flie  State  Tax 
Cqmmissiort  (HBl^)  die  right  to  deter¬ 
mine  taxable  casino  revenues  dipd  in 
committee.  In  addition,  bills  to  strengtii- 


to  the  children  and  youth  volunteer 
organizations  in  which  they  work. 
Then  the  organization  must  reveal 
this  to  the  parents  of  the  children  and 
youth  withm  that  group.  If  this  situa¬ 
tion  arises  within  your  church  and 
you  need  further  clarification,  please 
call  us  and  we  will  attempt  to  provide 

additional 
information. 

One  bill, 
S  B  2  6  6  7  , 
became  law 
even  thou^ 
we  opposed  It 
The  tiw  of  the 
bill  was 

"Revised 
Definition  of 
Restaurant" 
but  later 
became  known 
as  the 

"Canebreak 
Bill."  The  bill 
gives  "Country 
Club8"that 
meet  certain 
criteria  facer- 
age  and  nenne 
sites)  the  rigiit 
to  sell  and 
serve  alcohc^ 
beverages  even 
though  tiiey 
may  be  located  in  a  "dnr"  county.  The 
question  we  raised  is  "What  good  are  tiie 
local  option  laws  if  ttie  legislature  contin¬ 
ues  to  make  exceptions  to  these  laws?" 
The  dtizen^  of  Lamar  county  soimdly 
(jpfeated  a  liquor  referendum  a  couple  of 

years  ago,  and  witii  a  few  dollare  and  die 
stroke  of  a  pen,  it  was  all  tor  nodiing.  If 

you  desire  to  know  more  about  diisW. 
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he  never  expected.  The  bricklayer's  truck, 
witfi  fQl  of  his  tools,  was  stolen,  leav- 
'  ing  him  wid\out  a  vehicle  and  the  tools  nec¬ 
essary  to  do  his  work.  His  insurance  cov¬ 
ered  tile  cost  of  his  truck,  but  not  tiie  tools. 

He  went  to  John  Temple,  pastor  of  First 
Churdi  in  Madiscm,  for  Kelp.  "He  came  to 
me  in  private  and  asked  for  prayer,"  Temple 
said.  "I  asked  him  if  Icould  sKare  it  in  chiirch 
tile  next  day.  All  I  did  was  ask  for  prayer." 

Temple  may  have  asked  for  prayer,  but 
he  received  much  more  —  $7,200  — 
enou^  money  to  cover  the  $7,000  worth  of 
tools  Washington  lost. 

To  Washington,  it  affirmed  something 
he  had  been  telling  his  son  for  years,  "ft 
you  give  to  the  Lord,  your  time,  talent, 
service,  and  goods,  in  your  time  of  need 
He  will  take  care  of  you,"  Washington 
said.  "I  can  only  thank  God  for  the  God¬ 
like  pecmle  He  put  in  my  life." 

First  (murch's  deacons  operate  different¬ 
ly  than  most  churches.  Seven  years  ago,  the 
deacons  asked  for  a  different  style  of  work 
than  what  they  had  been  doing.  Temple 
and  his  deacons  formed  an  administrative- 
type  model  of  deacon  ministry  teams. 

Ill  the  system,  all  the  deacons  pick  one 
ministry  to  focus  on,  allowing  them  to 
wholly  devote  themselves  to  the  ministry. 
Instead  of  doing  all  the  work  themselves, 
they  enlist  the  hefo  of  church  members, 
getting  the  entire  church  a  chance  to  serve 
m  then  various  projects. 

Temple  attributes  First  Church's  gmeros- 
ity  to  Washington  to  tiiis  mindset. '  oecause 
they  had  developed  the  habit  of  volimteer- 
ing  whenever  God  put  a  fire  in  tiieir  heart 
about  something,  they  were  willing  to  step 
up  and  give  when  it  was  needed." 

John  Dent,  editor  of  Deacon  Magazine, 
published  by  LifeWay  Christiem  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  said 
deacon  ministry  teams  are  good  for  church¬ 
es,  allowing  deacons  to  be  servant-leaders. 

"It  really  follows  the  picture  of  the  early 
church  in  Acts,"  Dent  said.  "Needs  are 
expressed,  and  a  church  meets  those  needs 
in  Christ's  name.  It's  much  more  effective 
than  things  that  have  been  tried  before." 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  etem^ 

death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 

forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

{I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  cfGcd,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


brick  by  brick  —  Bricklayer  Robert  Washington  (left)  shows  pastor  John  Temple  of  Fir 
^urch,  Madison,  tools  purchased  by  the  church  congregation  and  its  deacon-led  ministrie: 
The  tools  replaced  those  he  lost  when  his  truck  was  stolen.  (BP  photo  by  Teresa  Dickens) 

Temple,  who  has  contributed  to  Deacon  Washington  currently  is  taking  exter 
rnagazme  in  the  past,  is  writing  "Unleashing  sion  classes  from  New  Orleans  Seminar 
foePower  of  Deacon-led  Ministry  Teams,"  a  to  become  a  Baptist  minister.  He  hai 
book  about  deacon  ministry  teams  to  be  been  learning  to  witness  to  people  bt 
published  by  LifeWay  in  spring  2004.  It  had  never  actually  done  it  until  afte 
examines  this  model  and  its  effectiveness.  First  Church  met  his  needs. 

"The  premise  of  the  book  is  that  the  whole  "He  went  to  Wendy's  and  witnessed  t 
church  membership  should  meet  the  needs  a  lady  in  line,"  Temple  said.  "He  told  he 
of  the  entire  church  fellowship,"  Temple  said,  about  the  church  and  how  they  loved  hiir 
"Deacons  should  lead  the  way  to  help  mobi-  That's  what  Jesus  can  do,  he  said." 
lize  md  minister  to  one  anotiier."  The  woman  received  Christ  as  Savioi 

Washington's  story  do^n't  end  with  a  and  the  Gospel  continues  to  sprea< 
new  tnick  and  tools.  His  son  became  a  because  of  a  church's  act  of  kindness. 
Christian  after  he  saw  the  love  and  kind-  "The  one  thing  that  grabs  me  about  al 
ness  Firet  Church  showed  Washington.  this  is  that  it's  really  not  about  a  pastor, 
Washington,  who  had  been  praying  for  Temple  said.  "It's  really  about  a  churcl 
his  son  for  years,  told  Temple,  "It  was  membership,  a  church  family,  that  ha 
i^rth  losing  my  truck  to  see  how  learned  how  to  love  each  other.  Because  o 
Christianity  is  supposed  to  work."  that  love,  the  Gospel  is  shown." 

PBS  broadcast  prompts  Graham  to  issue  statement 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 

Billy  Graham  still  believes  Jesus 
Qimt  is  the  only  way  to  heav- 
en,  contri^  to  the  impression 
left  by  a  PEo  Frontline  special. 

The  Question  was  sparked  by 
the  Public  Broadcasting  System 
(PBS)  series'  April  29  instalm^t 
on  President  Bush's  evangelical 
foitiv  when  the  program  recount- 
ed  a  disagreement  between  Bush 
aiKl  his  mother  Barbara  on  tiie 
question  of  faith  in  Jesus. 

According  to  a  statement 
released  by  tiie  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association  April 
30,  Graham's  message  and 
George  W.  Bush's  beuef  are 
"oxisistent ...  that  tiie  essential 
Trutii  of  tiie  Gospel  is  tiiat  sal-  T 
vation  comes  through  foitii  in  told 
Christ  alone,  'for  mere  is  no  fomi 
otiier  name  under  heaven  given  and 
to  men  by  which  we  must  be 
saved'  (Acts  4:12,  NIV)." 

The  issue  i  ^  - 

involves  two  different 
coimts  by  a  reporter  who, 
according  to  Frontline,  inter¬ 
viewed  Bush  in  1994  on  the 
day  he  annoimced  his  plans  more 
to  run  for  governor  of  Texas. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


ao^t  ChnSt  to  get  to  heaven." 

Graham's  association  on 
April  30,  however,  produced  a 
copy  of  an  article  Herman  had 
written  in  1994,  dated  Oct.  10, 
which  stated: "...  One  doctrine 
of  which  Bush  is  certain  is  that 
heaven  is  open  only  to  those 
who  accept  jesus  Christ. 

"He  recalled  discussing  the 
topic  with  his  mother,  former 
firet  lady  Barbara  Bush,  who 
disagreed  and  called  the  Rev. 
Billy  Graham,  a  family  friend. 

'  Billy  came  on  the  line  and 
...  said,  'Look,  I  happen  to 
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Bush 

sort  of  take  care  of  yourself  and, 
you  know,  well  see  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  tiie  time  comes.'" 

- Bush  and  his  mother  decid- 

dimrence  of  opinion  about  ed  to  place  a  call  to  Graham, 
whetiier  you  have  to  accept  descrioed  on  the  program  as  a 
^parently  Christ  to  go  to  heaven,"  Herman  longtime  family  friend,  to 
twent  ac-  said.  'Tettl^y  legitimate  thing  help  settle  the  issue. 

for  a  family  to  discuss.  His  Herman  continued,  "And  as  it 
motiier's  belief  was,  as  Bush  told  turns  out.  Rev.  Graham  sided 
me,  sort  of 'maybe  you  don't  but  with  his  mother,  saying,  "Just 
impor^tiy  maybe  you  don't  worry  about  it;  live  your 
shouldn't  Wrerry  about  it,  just  life  the  way  you're  supposed  to. 
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Clue:HmB 

Have,  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
tfror.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Romans  10:1 1 
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updating,  dealing  with  frustration; 
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Sunday  School  Lessons 


Baptist  Children's  Village 


New  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  web  site  banner  at  www.mbcb.oig 


Haste  makes  waste  for  IHL  trustees 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Ii\stitutions  of  Higher 
Learning  (IHL)  —  the  overseers 
of  the  state's  public  universities  system  — 
were  dealt  a  huge  setback  last  week  in 
their  rush  to  approve  gambline  degree 
programs,  thanks  to  a  lone  state  legislator 
who  happens  to  be  Baptist. 

Alan  Nunnelee,  a  deacon  and  Sunday 
School  teacher  at  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo, 
picked  up  the  ball  dropped  by  IHL  trust^s 
when  they  hastily  votM  on  the  gambling 
degree  a  few  weeks  ago  without  waiting 
for  the  attorney  generafs  opinion  that  thw 
had  themselves  requested  regard- 
ingj^e  legality  of  the  degree. 

TTiere  was  the  little  matter  of 
Section  75-76-34  (1)  of  the 

Mississippi  Code  of  1972,  as 
amended,  by  which  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  years  ago  prohibited  the 
teaching  of  gambling  courses  in  the 
state's  public  schotw.  In  1994  the 
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state's  public  schocus.  In  1994 
Mississippi  Attorney  General,  Mike 
Moore,  issued  an  opinion  that  the 
law  said  exactly  that:  no  gambling 
courses  in  the  state's  public  schools. 
Undeterred  by  the  1994  ruling, 
H.  the  IHL  trustees  earlier  this  year 
I  asked  current  Mississippi 
Attorney  General  Jim  Hood  to 
revisit  tne  issue  for  another  opin¬ 
ion  on  the  legality  of  teaching  the 
gambling  courses.  When  Hood  couldn't 
produce  the  opinion  on  the  trustee's 
timetable  (translation:  while  the  board 
was  still  pro-gambling),  trustees  hurried¬ 
ly  and  unanimously  voted  to  approve  the 
courses. 

End  of  story,  right?  Wrong.  Nunnelee 
doggedly  pursued  the  attorney  general's 
opmion  even  after  die  trustee  vote  seemed  to 
make  it  a  moot  issue,  and  here's  what  the 
attorney  general  said  on  May  12  (excerpted): 

It  is  our  opinion  that  section  75-76-34  (V  of 
the  Mississippi  Code  of  1972,  as  amended,  clearly 


prohibits  the  IHL  Board  from 
authorizing  the  training  of 
"persons  to  be  gaming  employ¬ 
ees"  and  prohibits  such  courses 
from  being  taught  on  "publicly 
owned  property." 

The  IHL  Board's  constitu- 
tional  power  to  mattage  and 
control  the  institutions  q  high¬ 
er  learning  does  not  gijx  it  the 
power  to  engage  in  tlK  teaching 

such  achxnties.  In  Board  ^ 
Trustees  of  IHL  v.  Mississippi 
Publishers  Corp.,  478  So. Id 
269, 277  (Miss.  1985),  the  IHL 
argued  that  it  was  not  subj^ 
to  the  Open  Meetings  Act.  The 
supreme  court  upheld  the  leg¬ 
islative  policy  in  favor  of  open 
meetir^,  stating  "Nothing  in 
the  {Constitution]  places  the 
Board  cf  Trustees  b^ond  the 
reach  of  statutes  having  gener¬ 
al  application  to  all  state  agen¬ 
cies.'’  ...It  is  our  opinion  that 
the  courts  ivould  also  uphold 
the  Legislature's  exercise  of  its 
police  powers  to  restrict  where, 
how,  and  by  whom  gaming 
employees  may  be  trained. 


We  note  that  bills  specifi¬ 
cally  allowing  the  teaching 
of  gaming  employees  by  public  institutions 
have  been  introduced  in  our  Legislature  each 
year  for  several  years.  Although  we  sympa¬ 
thize  with  the  IHL  Board's  desire  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Mississippi  students  and  business¬ 
es,  the  appropriate  forum  for  such  a  policy 
decision  is  the  Legislature. 

To  people  familiar  with  the  attorney 
general  opinion  process,  this  opinion 
could  be  viewed  as  a  slam  dunk.  That 
leaves  IHL  trustees  with  only  two  options: 
lobby  the  legislature  to  alter  Section  75- 


76-34  (1),  or  file  suit  and  hope  a  court 
somewhere  will  rule  in  their  favor. 

Going  to  the  legislature  hasn't  been  fruit¬ 
ful,  as  ^  attorney  general  points  out  in  this 
opinion,  and  look  for  a  court  challenge  to  be 
very  expensive  for  the  taxpayers  of 
Mississippi.  In  a  time  when  the  universities 
are  resorting  to  cutbacks  and  fee  increases  to 
stay  afloat,  a  multi-million  dollar  lawsuit 
would  be  an  inexcusable  waste  of  money. 

To  the  gambling/political  complex 
intent  on  turning  Mississippi  into  the  next 
Nevada,  however,  victory  knows  no  cost. 


Guest  Opinion: 

Celebrate  our 

Baptist  Associations 


By  Robert  £,  Reccord,  president; 

^  North  American  MissionBoard^^BC^ 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  significantly  to  local  churches 
was  established  in  the  middle  and  Southern  Baptist  life  in 
of  that  century.  The  rest  is  his-  accomplishing  the  Acts  1:8 
tory.  Associations  have  long  challenge.  Today,  1,200  associ- 
served  as  a  very  meaningful  ations  continue  to  assist  local 


T Nortlf  America  is  local  I  Guest  Opinic 

churches  in  a  geographical  — 

region  cooperating  together 
to  reach  people  and  do  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministries  both 
locally  and  globally.  It  is 
churches  together  Serving 
Here....  Reaching  the  World. 

Historically,  wptist  associ¬ 
ations  have  been  essential  to 
uniting  churches  for  the  cause 
of  missions.  In  1624,  associa¬ 
tions  evolved  in  England  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
under  the  rule  of  Oliver  was  established  in  the  middle 
Cromwell.  Both  General  and  of  that  century.  The  rest  is  his- 
Particular  Baptists  gathered  tory.  Associations  have  long 
area  churches  in  associations  served  as  a  very  meaningful 

in  order  to  steady:- - 

one  another  in 
doctrine  and 
explain  them¬ 
selves  imitedly  to 

the  world,  to  aid  ^ 

one  another  in  ^ 

ACCEPT  THE  ACT 

»^d  BAPTIST  ASSOCIA1 

'  "Churches joined  tcgethor..,Sprv 

cept  was  repro¬ 
duced  in  170/  in 

Philadelphia.  This  would  way  for  Baptist  churches  to 
spread  to  Sandy  Creek,  N.C.,  accomplish  more  together 
and  Charleston,  S.C.,  in  the  than  they  can  swarately. 
1750s.  From  associations.  Now,  nearly  300  years  after 
state  conventions  were  the  association  came  to 
formed  in  early  1800s,  and  the  America,  it  still  contributes 


,  Be  My  Wtiftesses! 

ACCEPT  THE  ACTS  i:8  CHALLENGE 

BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONAL  MISSIONS 

'Thufches  joined  together. ..Serving  here...Reaching  the  World." 


spring  and  fall  days,  and  pro¬ 
viding  disaster  relief  help  such 
as  cleaning  up  after  hurricanes 
or  earthquakes  have  ravaged 
neighboring  cities  and  states. 
Through  numerous  activities, 
you  will  see  associations 
assisting  local  churches  in 
accepting  the  Acts  1:8 
Challenge  to  share  the  gospel 
both  locally  and  globally. 

Tlie  Great  Commission  of 
Christ  is  imperative.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  there  are  more  than 
200  million  in  North  America 
that  do  not  have  a  personal 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ. 
Accept  the  Acts  1:8  Challenge 
- Land  get  involved  by 

(serving  in  your  asso¬ 
ciation  and  reaching 
the  world. 

^  The  Baptist  asso- 

W9  ciation  races  the 

future  with  new  and 
^  -p  dynamic  ways  to 

^  ^  equip  churches  and 

believers  to  share 
the  timeless  mes¬ 
sage  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  a  lost  and 
dying  world.  I  urge 
you  to  join  with 
other  Baptist  churches  in  your 


churches  to  do  missions  coop-  other  Baptist  churches  in  your 
eratively  and  strategically,  in  association  to  celebrate 
all  of  tnese  associanons,  you  Associational  Emphasis  Week 
will  find  volunteers  doing  a  May  16-23, 2004.  Together,  we 
variety  of  acts  of  kindness,  can  win  North  America  and 
hosting  block  parties  on  warm  the  world  for  Jesus  Christ. 
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Mississipian  appointed  by  mission  board 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP! 
ctnd  local  reports)  —  G(xl's 
%7irit  is  moving  in  the  nvost 
remarkable  ways  in 
Southern  Baptist  hearts,  as 
weU  as  among  people  over¬ 
seas  who  hear  the  story  of 
Jesus  for  the  first  tune. 

International  Mission  Board 
(I(^)  President  Jerry  Rankin 
said  during  an  April  27 
appointment  service  at  Two 


H  Middle  East  region  —  said  the 
9/11  terrorist  attacks  on  New 
York  City  and  Washington, 
D.C.,  help^  them  understand 
that  now  is  the  time  for  pro- 
clairrung  God's  love. 

Stuart  D.  Butler  "At  age  14,  God  called  me  to 
missifHis,”  the  wife  said.  'Twenty 
later,  through  the  events  of 
Sept.  11, 1  sensed  an  urgency  that 
somerxie  must  go  and  teU  the 
world  about  Jesus.  God  said. 
That  someone  is  you.'" 

I  ^  '  'Pastoring  a  congregation  with 

L  members  fnxn  six  continents,  I 

r  was  thankful  that  God  was  bring- 

ing  die  nations  to  us,"  her  husband 
s^.  "But  after  one  of  our  mission- 
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The. 
Second 
Front  Page 


"Southern  Baptists  have 
shown  that  their  passion  is 
to  reach  the  world,  in 
response  the  Great 
Commission  mandate,  by 
increasing  givii^  to  the[^^^*^20 
Lottie  Moon  (^istmas  amcva/cdik 

Offering  by  more  than  18 

percent  ’^Rankin  said,  Telfs 

^Overseas,  we  are  astound-  .r®  * 

ed  at  the  way  God  has  '^P"'  27  appc 
opened  doors  in  places  we - 

would  never  have  dreamed.  Your  mission-  petmle  from  wery  tnbe,  people,  tongue  inat  ouipier  reus  u 
aries  ate  reporting  a  phenomenal  harvest  and  nation  will  he  gatheiro  around  the  'by  faith  c(xy{ua<^ 
and  church  growth  among  peoples  who  throne,  worshiping  the  Lamb.  We'  ^ 
are  hearing  &  Gospel  for  tire  first  time."  ful  tttat  God  has  given  us  ^  privilege  of 
Rankin  told  about  a  young  Muslim  man  being  part  of  wluit  Ife  is  dcmg. 
who  was  shunned  by  rus  coirununity  and  C_  . — 1  _r  ll._ 

disowned  by  his  family  because  he  asked  a]:^>ointed  tiiat  ever 
so  many  questions  about  religion.  When  sentiment.  One  man, 

God  led  lum  to  a  Southern  Baptist  mis-  his  wife  in  East  Asi 
sionary,  the  young  num  found  tne  answer  tion,  "Through  Sci 
to  all  ^  questions  in  Jesus.  Returning  to  peeled  tire  soiles  fr 


aries  died  on  the  field,  I  disked  who 
would  take  his  place.  God 
answered,  'You  will  Now  go.'" 

Rankin  challenged  the 
missionaries  to  be  heroes  of 
the  faith  "of  which  the  world  is 
CALL  —  The  plight  of  6,000  Africans  dying  of  worthy." 

)f  1 2  million  AIDS  orphans  is  cited  by  Troy  and  That  expression  cranes  from 
as  in  recounting  their  call  to  missions  during  an  Hdnews  lT:38,  toward  ttie  con- 
i  service  in  Na^ville.  (BP  photo)  elusion  (rf  that  familiar  chapter  on 

- the  roll  call  of  hath,"  Rankm  said. 

lie  from  every  tribe,  people,  tongue  "That  chapter  tdls  us  of  bibli^  heroes  that 
*  ...  ...  d  -.L  _____ — ^  Idngdoms,  performed 

're  grate-  acts  of  righteousness,  rartained  promises, 

!  of  shut  the  mouths  of  lions,  queridied  the 
power  of  fire,  escaped  the  ed«  of  the  sword 
S^eral  of  the  76  new  missionaries  ...  and  put  foreign  armies  to  fugjit'" 

echoed  Rankin's  Like  the  biblical  heroes  of  faith,  the 
o  will  serve  witii  world  was  not  worthy  of  the  four 
lid  tire  congrega-  Soutiiem  Baptist  workers  recently  kill^ 
re,  God  ^wly  in  Iraq  —  Larry  and  Jean  Elliott,  David 
my  eyes  imtil  I  McDonnall  and  Karen  Watson  — 
d  clearly  see  His  because  their  lives  were  focused  on 
t  for  the  tuitions."  something  beyond  this  life,  something  of 
is  wife  said  she  eternal  significance,  Rankin  said. 

V  in  cdlege  that  The  call  to  follow  Christ  has  always 
was  calling  her  to  been  a  call  to  take  up  your  cross  and 
ions,  but  It  was  die,"  Rankin  said.  The  price  of  disciple- 
whm  she  actual-  ship  has  never  changed. 


Pubushed  Since  1877 


Soutiiem  Baptist  Convention  president  Ed  Young  and  10  other 
evangelical  Christian  leaders  ask  President  Bill  Clinton  to  overturn  a 
recent  U5.  State  Department  cable  seeking  greater  simport  from 
other  countries  for  liberalized  abortion  policies  worldwide. 


W  A.  Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  says  he  received  a  three 
million  ddlar  "sign  from  God"  that  convinced  him  not  toaetire  this  year, 
his  40tii  anniversary  as  pastor.  The  gift  was  from  the  family  of  H.  L.  Hunt 
to  be  used  for  a  multi-story  building  on  the  church's  downtown  canqius. 


Soutiiem  BqTtist  leaders  polled  by  Baptist  Pleas  agree  that  the  U8. 
Supreme  Court’s  Broipn  R  Boonf  qfEifacahbR  dedsian  on  piMic  school  segie- 
gfaion  should  be  received  thougtfuQy  and  cahnly.  A  C  KfiOet  head  of  the 
Qvhtian  Life  CommiaBion,  said  "The  dedskxi  was  the  inevitaUe  result  of 
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Graham  falls, 
may  have 
pelvis  fracture 

ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  was 
admitted  to  an  Asheville, 
N.C.,  hospital  May  14  after 
enduring  a  fall  at  his  home. 
Initial  tests  indicated  he  may 
have  sustained  a  hairline  frac¬ 
ture  to  his  pelvis.  Graham, 
who  is  scheduled  to  preach  at 
^o  crusades  this  summer,  was 
in  stable  condition.  Graham, 
age  85,  had  been  at  home 
recovering  from  a  partial  hip 
replacement,  which  he 
received  in  January.  "Further 
tests  will  be  performed  to 
assess  the  extent  of  his 
injuries,  guide  the  treatment 
plan,  ana  determine  the  time 
needed  for  full  recovery,"  a 
statement  by  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association  stat¬ 
ed.  "Rev.  Graham  said  he  is 
resting  comfortably  and 
expressed  gratitude  for  prayers 
on  his  behalf."  Graham  is 
scheduled  to  preach  at  cru¬ 
sades  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  on 
June  1 7-20,  and  Los  Angeles, 
on  July  29-Aug  1 . 


Auto  &  Truck  Rentals  of 
Mississippi,  Inc. 

Specializing  in  Vans 
New,  fully  loaded  1 5  passenger 
vans,  mint  vans,  conversion  vans, 
panel  vans.  Pick-up  Trucks  &  5  x  a 
luggage  trailers  available 

1 1 7  East  Saeet  •  Jackson,  MS  39201 
601-948-3391 


For  several  weeks  now  we 
have^bwn  exposed  to  pictures 
—  pictures  of  soldiers,  pic¬ 
tures  of  enemies,  pictures  of 
jails,  pictures  of  nuaity,  humil¬ 
iation,  degrading  behavior, 
hate,  and  murder.  You  are 
familiar  with  the  pictures.  In  a 
world  that  lives  on  visuals  we 
have  just  about  overdosed. 

.1  do  not  know  of  anyone  who 
hM  not  been  disturbed  by  the 
pictures.  My  disturbance  over 
die  whole  worldwide  debacle  is 
so  multifaceted  that  I  hardly 
know  how  to  begin  to  unravel  it 
in  my  own  heart.  I  am  disturbed 
by  pictures,  not  just  by  tire 

Eictures  that  have  been  shown 
ut  die  pictures  that  the  media 
does  riot  show.  It  bothers  me  that 
American  soldiers  would  treat 
the  enemy  the  way  the  pictures 
have  depicted  them  treating 
them.  It  is  Ohe  thing  to  be  hard 
and  harsh  in  cm  effort  to  try  to 
extract  informadon  that  would 
be  beneficial  in  war  time.  It  is 
another  thing  to  subject  people  to 
humiliation  involving  people's 
actions  as  die  tools  to  piy  infor¬ 
mation  from  them.  It  is  not  right! 

While  all  of  those  pictures 
have  been  shown  on  world¬ 
wide  internet  video,  the 
beheading  of  the  young  man 
from  Philadelphia  is  not 
shown.  Personally,  I  don't 


POPLAR  SPRINGS  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Mendenhall,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  music  and  evangelism. 
Send  resume  to  Poplar  Springs  Baptist 
Church,  362  Poplar  Springs  Rd., 
Mendenhall,  MS  39114  or  email  to 
cody1950®bellsouth.net.  Call  (601) 

847-2555,  Jack  Woodard,  pastor.  _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Ridgeiand, 
Miss.,  is  a  growing  church  in  one  of  the  finest 
communities  in  the  state.  We  are  currently 
accepting  resumes  for  a  foil-time  minister  of 
students.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  personnel 
commiaee,  FBC  RidgeJand,  302  W.  Jackson, 

”  MS  39157.  I 


GASTON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Boonevilley  Mississippi 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$1,500,000 

First  Mortgage  Bonds 


■ABN 

UP  TO 


7.35% 


Issue  Date;  5/28/2004 
Interest  Rates  Range 
2.85%  to  7.35% 


Bond  Maturity  Range  I  year  to  23  years.  Bonds  arc  available  in 
multiples  of  S2S0.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  irHKlf-diroctcd 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

nummtuiKfmatllinrilkvaHt^rrinratalk-HalkmoftmaJlIrrtohuy.  Tht  offer  It  madr 
Sy pemipecitu  <mfy.  fhr  mon  tffimnatkm  ahotn  ikb  hnnd  asoe.  ohuM  a  pratpnim. 
deatHim  aUeftim  ptrikaUn  afthb  mdtnkmdiriK.  Keud  It  atrefidh  he/ore  yaa  Imaai  or 
tmtd  mamiy.  All  hnadt  are  offrrmt  Mfftce  vatm,  rtdtfecl  to /trior  sale. 


1430  Lelia  Drive 
Jaefcson,  MS  39216 
601-948-4500 


Far  AiUUaml  Injantsaiian  Cantad; 

TOM  DANIEL 
(800)-74M877 
ttlanieK^ivesleavetLcom 


"Directii  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


want  to  see  it.  Neither  do  I  and  what  we  see  from  our  own  in  and  day  out  whether  at  home 

^  the  image  of  a  troops  is  life,  life  in  its  raw,  sin-  or  church  or  work  or  out  on  the 

nakw  Arab  at  the  end  of  a  ful  reality.  We  are  shocked  road,  are  not  that  way.  However 

leash  held  by  one  of  our  when  we  see  that  our  soldiers  I  know  tiiat  I  have  met  enough 

soldiers  have  acted  in  such  an  unprofes-  mean  spirited  and  wron^y 
50,000  times.  If  that  is  the  way  sional  and  imperfect  way.  motivated  people  to  realize  that 
we  are  gomg  to  deal  with  this  Hate,  murder,  and  belittling  of  they  are  a  part  of  our  Americein 
issue,  lets  run  a  split  screen  other  people  around  us  hap-  family  like  it  or  not. 
and  time  you  show  our  pens  every  day  in  the  USA.  Maybe  the  most  imjxirtant 
etto^  to  ^  to  deal  with  the  Just  checkout  aiw  town  or  dty,  thing  about  the  pictures,  the  pic- 
captive^  let  s  show  on  the  look  in  most  office  complexes,  tures  we  see  ana  the  pictures  we 
other  side  of  me  s^n  either  or  see  what  happens  in  the  top  hear  about,  is  that  they  remind 
our  men  being  burned  or  echelons  of  our  corporate  us  that  we  have  a  spiritual  prob- 
hang^  or  our  women  being  world  and  there  it  wiU  be.  lem.  It  is  not  an  economic  prob- 

rapM  when  they  were  cap-  Our  President  says  that  Ls  not  lem,  or  a  government  problem. 


are  Christians  and  a  part  of  our 
churches  act  even  in  the  church 
context.  Whatever  it  takes  to 
hurt  arid  humiliate,  to  defame 
<md  discourage  someone  else 
they  are  willing  to  do.  Maybe 
the  most  painful  part  of  the  pic¬ 
tures  ana  the  non-pictirres  is 
that  we  are  seeing  our  own 
reflection.  I  certainly  lorow  that 
all  of  the  troops  that  are  in  Iraq, 
all  of  the  people  around  me  day 
in  and  day  out  whether  at  home 
or  church  or  work  or  out  on  foe 
road,  are  not  that  way.  However, 
I  know  tirat  I  have  met  enough 
mean  spirited  and  wrongly 
motivated  people  to  realize  that 


and  each  time  you  show  our 
efforts  to  try  to  deal  with  the 
captives,  let's  show  on  the 
other  side  of  the  screen  either 
our  men  being  burned  or 
hanged  or  our  women  being 
raped  when  they  were  cap¬ 
tured.  Or  at  least  let's  show  one 
of  the  planes  flying  into  the 
World  Trade  Tower. 

The  pictures  from  the  prison 
and  the  actions  that  were  done 
there  were  not  done  until  after 
9-11.  All  of  these  events  were 
wrong,  but  we  need  to  keep 
them  m  context.  In  addition  to 
the  pictures  that  are  shown  and 
the  pictures  that  are  not  shown 
there  is  the  disturbing  reality 
that  what  we  see  from  them 


Maybe  the  most  important 
thing  about  the  pictures,  the  pic¬ 
tures  we  see  ana  the  pictures  we 
hear  about,  is  that  they  remind 
us  that  we  have  a  spiritual  prob¬ 
lem.  It  is  not  an  economic  prob¬ 
lem,  or  a  government  problem. 


the  way  that  Americans  are.  I  or  am  oil  problem,  or  a  military 
wish  that  he  was  right,  but  I  problem.  Inside  all  of  us  is  a 
know  that  he  is  wrong.  It  is  the  spiritual  problem  called  SIN. 
way  that  those  Americans  acted  Ttie  onlv  answer  is  lESUS! 


way  that  those  Americams  acted 
whether  under  order  or  on  their 
own.  It  is  the  way  that  mamy 
Americans  act  day  by  day.  It  Is 
the  way  some  Americans  who 


Tne  only  answer  is  JESUS! 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mM.org. 


CHOCTAW  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  IS 
now  accepting  resumes  for 
Associational  Missions  Director  until 
May  3C)th.  Please  mail  your  resume  to 
P.O.  Box  716,  Ackerman,  MS  39735. 
CASTLEWOODS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
IN  Brandon,  Miss,  is  seeking  a  mature 
Christian  individual  or  couple  to 
make  a  long-term  commitment  to 
serve  as  youth  leader(s)  on  a  bi-voca- 
tional  basis.  Please  mail  your  resume 
to  175  Stonecastle  Drive,  Brandon, 
MS  39047  or  email  to  paulaOcastle- 
woodsbaptist.com. 


Insuring  Over  8,600 
Southern  Baptist 

Churches  &  Organizations  nationwide.  The  Property  & 
Clasualty  Insurance  Program  endorsed  by  the  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Property,  Liability,  Workers  Comp.,  Auto,  Home 


For  more  information  contact: 
Perrett  Insurance  Agency,  LLC 
1-800-379-0992 
-  •  Email:  eperrett@jam.rr.com 
www.perrettinsurance.guideone.com 


udeOne' 

Insurance 


The  BAPrer  Rbcord 


May  20, 2004 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


gur  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Ministry  from  the  Heart 

Church  Library  Ministry  Retreat 


June  3-5 

Camp  Garaywa 
Patterson  Place 

June  3,  2  p.m.  thru  June  5,  noon 


WORSHIP  LEADERS 

R.L  and  Beth  Sigrest 
bring  35  years  of  expe¬ 
rience  in  music  evan¬ 
gelism.  Staying 
abreast  of  dynamic 
contemporary  music, 
yet  cherishing  the  rich  treasure  of  tradition¬ 
al  Christian  music,  hymns,  and  Gospel 
songs,  they  reach  out  for  the  hearts  of  all 
ages  in  their  ministry. 

R.L  and  Beth  currently  live  in  Yazoo 


Special  points  of  interest: 

•  R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest,  worship  leaders 
•  Sightseeing  Tour  -  DRESDEN 
The  Glory  of  Baroque 

CONFERENCE  DESCRIPTIONS 


al  Christian  music,  hymns,  and  Gospel  CONCOURSE 

songs,  th^  reach  out  for  the  hearts  of  all  by  Eva  Nell  Hunter 

ages  in  tfteir  ministry.  "Concourse  1 01 "  and  "Concourse  202"  together 

R.L  and  Beth  currently  live  in  Yazoo  ^jH  ^  comprehensive  look  at  the  ease  of  library 

City,  Miss.,  and  are  werrrbers  of  First  Baptist  of  this  software. 

Church,  Yazoo  City.  ^  ^ 

A  gifted  tenor  soloist,  R.L.  serves  as  CATALOGING  WITH  DEWEY 


A  gifted  tenor  soloist,  R.L.  serves  as 
musk  worship  leader  and  choir  director  in 
their  crusades. 

Beth,  keyboard  artist  and  vocalist,  is 
also,  a  ventriloquist.  She  and  FRANNIE 
appear  before  a  wide  range  of  audiences. 

SCHEDUL  E 
THURSDAY,  JUNE  3 

2:00  p.m.  Registration 

5:00  Supper 

6:15-7:15  Conference  1 

7:30  Worship 

8:45  Ice  Cream  Fellowship 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  4 

6:45  a.m.  Morning  Devotion 

7:30  Breakfast 

8:45-10:15  Confdf^ce  1  conclusion 

1015-10:4$  Break 

1 0:45- 12:15  pm.  Conference  2 

12:15  Lunch 

1 :30-5:00  Art  Exhibit  -  Dresden 

5:00  ' Supper 

6: 1 5-7: 1 5  Conference  2  conclusiop^ 

7:30 

Fellowship 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  5 

7:30  a.m.  Morning  Devotion  (Pier) 

8:00  Breakfast 

9:00- 10:15  Conference  3 

10:15-10:30  Break 

1 0:30- 1 1 :45  Conference  3  conclusion 

Noon  See  Ya  next  year! 


For  more  info,  contact 
Communication  Services 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  292-3378. 


Led  by  Ev9  hkmter 

Explore  detailed  principles  of  classificadSon  and 

cataloging  with  Dewey. 

CLASSIFICATION  WITH  SEARS 

Led  by  Eva  Nell  Hunter 

Explore  how  to  find  the  key  word  one  time  and 
apply  to  both  classification  and  subject  headings. 

PROCESSING-MEDIA  PREPARATION 

Led  by  Hope  Ferguson 

Common  procedures  of  processing  any  type  of 
media.  Using  basic  steps  to  produce  the  end 
result:  getting  the  media  into  the  hands  of  the 
people  in  your  church. 

CIRCULATION 

Led  by  Hope  Ferguson  * 

Learn  to  compile  a  convetTiejiyWfi»ktop  reference 
of  your  entire  library's  yjliPfnformation  using  the 
Church  Mediajjj|(i<^^esk  Book. 

PRQM0t&NON  A  SHOESTRING 

tn^y  Hope  Ferguson  “ 

Communicate  the  gospel  through  promotion. 
Look  at  what  we  promote  vs.  how  we  promote. 

CONFERENCE  LEADERS 


Hope 

Ferguson 


Library  director 
First  BC 

Natchitoches,  La. 


Eva  Nell  Hunter 

Library  director 
Central  BC 
Decatur,  Ala. 

National  church  library 
specialist  -- 
Church  Library  program 
LifeWay,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


j^SupgrSLymme/^j 


MISSISSIPPI 

July  12'16,  2  0  0  4 

featuring 

What  is 
Super 

Summer?  Fred  D.  Lynch  Chris  Davis 

Worship  Leader  Music  Leader 

Super  Summer  is: 

•  twenty  hours  of  discipleship/ 
evangelism  training 

•  a  week  of  challenge  for  students  to  learn  . 
how  to  "penetrate  their  culture" 

•  creative,  interactive  and  incredible 

•  a  "don't  miss"  opportunity 

•  leadership ...  envisioning  how  your 
choices  and  actions  today  may  iidluence 
you  tomorrow 


Guidelines  for  all  students 


1.  Demonstrates  leadership  qualities  and  is  a  growing  Christian. 

1  '  Faithful  invcrfvement  in  worship,  Sunday  School  and 
Wednesday  night  youth  activities. 

3.  Qxnplete  at  least  one  level  of  a  disdpkship  study  (Le. 
DiscipleGroiq),  DiadpleNow...). 

4.  Memorized  a  minimum  of  10  scrqjtuie  verses  idating  to 
discipleshq>,evangdism,  oradisc4>lestudy. 

5.  Share  their  personal  testimony  with  the  youth  groiq). 

6.  Share  the  Go^  with  at  least  one  person  this  year 

7.  Conq^eted  at  least  the  8th  grade  in  2004,  but  not  yet  in  college. 

8.  Agree  to  attend  all  S6  sessions. 

9.  Journal  how  you  are  growing  in  your  walk  with  Christ  (Le 
prayec  scripture  inemorization,  struggles,  joys,  etc.). 

10.  I^yetf  students:  you  must  be  irtvolved  in  a  "small  groiq>" 
study  or  accountability  groiq)  prior  to  Siq>er  Summer. 

'll.  Second  year  students:  eiqness  in  100  wo(^  or  leas  your  level 
of  cornmitxnent  to  Christ  and  how  you  «e  involved  in  leade^ 
sh^  in  your  church  arvloonununity.  Please  give  to  your 
youth  ministet: 

If  you  have  any  rjiuatiotu  about  iheMgiiihHim,^ea$e  give 

uiacdUrUndwevHlltrytohelvjmiHmiywuytliMtwe 

can,  Summer  is  an  inatawuexperiaKjL  and  we  want 

to  do  au  we  can  to  that  stand  lardUgC  These  guidelines 

helR  in  many  ways.  Thanks  for  your  attention  to 


TO  REQUEIT  A  RECISTRATION  RACKET 

Call  US  at  1-800-748-1651,  exL  283,  or  E-inaO  us  at  redwards@inbcb.oig 


For  more  Info,  contact  the  Pastor/Leadershlp  Development 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3305. 
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1-80a'748-1€51  or601>292-3291. 


Taba8u  Aah  MelaHe  Huff  Kalina  Madkon  Qinton  R.  Meyen 


Hamah  Nobka  Lindaiy  Hope  Palma  Cailena  Speed 


GnepPictait 


Top  Row  (L  to  R) 


Tabatha  Aah 


Qinton  R.  Meyen 
Bottom  Row  (L  to  R) 


Hannah  Nobles 


Kayuna  Madison 


MdanieHuff 


Carlana  Speed 


Senior  Scholaialilp  Awards 
(L  to  R)  Lindsay  Hope  Palmer, 
Carlam  Spaed,  Tabatha  Ash,  . 
Melanie  Huff 


gDON't 
MISS  » 

THIS!  i 

-^^Vt/nle  77 

deadline!^  m.  i 

Atother/Daughter  Overnight^  I 

‘I^Camp  Garaywa  -  June  | 

V  \jCosk  $35  per pmon 
■  Metier's  and  CA  daughters,  »; 

^  _  Friday,  5  pjn,  -  Saturday,  2  |'| 

r  To  registw;, 

Check  with  your  GA  director  for  registration  form  |  - 
or  call  the  WMU  office:  1-800-748-1651  (eii  316)  ^ 
or  locally,  292-3316. 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

'Tra^  for  the  things  that  are 
of  Qoh:  the  Lost,  the  church  arib  the 


Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 

m  the  <iieart 


Charict  B.  Dill,  Pontiac,  Mkh, 
if  director  of  miftiom  with 
^  Oakland  County  Aitoc. 
Pray  for  church  planten  Nick 
Buffer  Alama 

DiomanduHrmpinpeaking 
African)^VtH  MMon  (multi- 
culture),  Daniel  Lee  (Korean), 
and  Toihi  Miyazaki  Gapaneie). 
Pray  for  chuiaiei  to  be  willing 
to  partner  in  church  planting. 


For  (1)  Hispanic  Evangelism 
Conference,  Central  Hills, 
21it  -  22nd  (EVAN/CPD);  (2) 
Pastor  |FR  and  his  wife,  H, 
who  left  theVl!lphiiA  jobs  in 
Boas  del  Toro^i^  ti 
Panama  CHyCimusciheir 
son  needs  surgery  on  one  of 
his  legs.  Pray  for  their  son's 
healing  and  ror  their  financial 
needs. 


For:  (1)  Single  Adult 
Conf^nce,  29th  •  31st, 
Culfehore  Baptist  Assembly, 
Pass  Christian  (D&FM);  (2) 
When  a  I^M^Ma|Dn  dies  in 
Cote  D'ivfiirwlfeiskid  on 
his  side,  fjffi^  . 

Pray  that  WKoyMa  people 
will  turn  their  eyes  upon  |esus 
before  it  is  too  late. 


Nylds  Hinch,  Liberty,  Texas, 
is  a  MSC  missionary  serving 
in  the  Family  Visitors  Center 
(Hospitality  House)  in 
Dayton,  Tmuil  ^ayJor  fami¬ 
lies  as  thef  v«  myfl  ones  in 
prison  to  grace. 

TOy  for  mW^otUlneers  to 
won  at  the  visitor's  center. 


Perry  Polnaszek,  Chippewa 
Falls,  Wh.,  works  as  a  church 
planter  in  Wisconsin.  Pray 
that  the  Lord  will  continue  to 
raise  up  locpMfadaiado  serve 
10,000  peMc^rom  free 
medical  eva^istc  evenb  in 
2004.  PraifraT  fdbr  church 
plants  will  be  organized 
through  the  effort. 


During  April,  missionaries 
Charles  and  Karen  dark  in 
Uniaay  helped  to  facBHate 
weekly  dbciMions  on 'The 
Passion  of  tWtfeyMj^numbr 
of  noiibilifttAnoyd  want 
laww  moridnou^ jospel  nx 
sage.  Prayfnniy  lUnlain  thes 
contacts  as  an  opening  into  the 
upper  class  of  Montevideo. 


Rural  Haitians  of  Haiti  are  bu^ 
working  in  their  jordens,  hoping 
for  good  crops  atw  the  drorm 
of  winter.  A  poor  economy,  Dte 

mod  has  ImMTifiiBp,  poor 

pleu^se9ni%nw«rra^ 
ihiping  throu^  voorloo  and  will 
turn  to  the  living  Cod. 


For  (1)1  Youth  Conference, 
24th  •  28th,  GuHshore  Baptist 
Assembly,  Pass  Christian 
(MBCB);  (2)  Special  Needs 
Camp,  24tly4|th ,  Central 
Hills  Ba^^a^ 
Kosciusko  (|iM);  fMfeasc 
pray  today  nnVimcVtinister 
Meles  Zeriawi  of  Ethiopia 
(eastern  Africa). 


Thn  couple  needs  our  prayers. 
Cary  Hr^  is  stationed  in 
Iraq.  His  wife,  Cindy,  is  32  and 
has  just  been  (Hagnoied  with 
stage  4  cerviariyMey  nd  her 
chances  for  ftinM  W  very 
slim.  Pray  fo^M  Ivrag  of 
Gndy  so  shAHTcullllnue  to 
take  care  of  their  5-year-old 
son,  Michael. 


For  (1)  Church  Ubrary  Ministrv 
Conference,  Camp  Caraywa,  3ni 
-  Sth  (CS);  (2)  Dawd  ami  Sharon 
Tmms,  mWona^to  Zambia, 
began  their  ChinM  iaiMuage 
sti^  on  April  tt^ray  tnit  mey 
w3l  be  quid  to  itMff  this  new 
language  so  diey  can  move  into 
theu  area  of  ministry  along  Lake 
Kariba  in  Siyavonga,  Zambia. 


Praise  the  Lord  for  the  many 
Baptist  college  students  who  will 
be  spendmg  their  summer  among 
unreached  MuiBpeople  poups 
around  the  w#iuhr»  that  their 
words  and  Bfi^fCwi  reflect  the 
purity  and  huin  uf  God.  Pray 
that  the  deeds  of  bve  and  words 
of  tnith  wfll  open  Muslim  hearts 
and  minds  to  the  gospel. 


The  first  weekend  of  the  show¬ 
ing,  *1110  Passion  of  the  Christ,' 
tfirw  teams  in  Taiwan  coflec- 
tively  distribute  10,000  copia 
of  the  Go^iei  lAtark  to  movfe- 
goers.  Pray  for  4oie  who  saw 
vw  movie,  askirll  Cod  to  speak 
to  their  hearts.  F)^  that  many 
of  the  22J  million  people  wim- 
out  Christ  will  belim. 


For  (1)  Our  observance  of 
Memorial  Day  as  we  honor  all 
membcn  of  tne  armed  forca  of 
al^nwh^^^ll  Youth 

CuShwefa^t  Aimmhty 
(MBCB);  (2nWtanf  Caraywa 
Orientation,  May  31  -  |une  Sth 
(WMU);  (3)  Chunhmen 
Ukraine  Mission  Trip  (CM). 


Pray  for  the  four  mature  men 
of  Sierra  Leone  that  God  has 
brought  into  relationship  with 
Himself.  UMie  nMO  were  all 


Muslim  <;hum|iN|ln  the  vil- 
iMes.  Pn^^t  will  be 
so  filled  with  Cod's  Spirit  that 
they  will  walk  daily  according 
to  His  plan  for  their  lives. 


The  mttsie  and  worihip  arts  celebration  for  jjotrth 

Pastor  Director 

Jim  Cain  Suzanne  Cain 

Mt.  Zion  BC  AAt.  Zion  BC 

Columbus  Columbus 

To  make  reservations,  please  contact  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  at  228-452-7261 .  For 
on  program,  call  the  Church  Music  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  292-3267  in  jackson. 


ybi^na  Musicians 

Uetmp 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
June  26-30,  2004 


2004  Mississippi  Baptist 
All-State 

Youth  Choir  &  Orchestra 
Concert  Tour  Schedule 


Clinician  -  Steve  Roddy 
Pastor  -  Grant  Stegall 
Worship  Leader  -  John  Langworthy 
Accompanist  -  Carol  joy  Sparkman 

Themc;  “PraUinj  Him;  yerterdttij, 
Tod  ay  and  Forevor." 

Music:  "Special  Praise  for  Special 
Days"  by  Dennis  and  Nan  Alleo 


June  20,  Sunday 
7:00  p.m. 

Fairvlew  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 


June  16,  Wadnaaday 
6:15  p.m. 

Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 


June  21,  Monday 
7:00  p.m. 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 


June  17,  Thursday 
7:00  p.m.  ; 

First  Baptist  Church,  Ocean  Springs 


Juna  22,  Tuesday 
6:30  p.m. . 

First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 


Juna  18,  Friday, 

7:00  p.m. 

Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Monticelio 


To  make  reseivations,  please  contact  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly  at  228-452-7261 .  For  more  info  on  program, 
call  the  Church  Music  Department  at  1  -800-748-1 651 
or  292-3267  in  iackson. 


June  20,  Sunday 
10:15  a.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  West  Point 


For  more  Inh,  call  the  Church  Music  Department  at 
1  -600-746- 1651  or  292-3267  in  Jackson. 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Church, 
Siarmon,  will 
present  Patti 
Hawkins  in 
concert  May 
23  at  6  p.m. 


Homecomings 
&  Revivals 


Calvary,  Carroll  County: 
Homecoming  May  30;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Mark  Nail,  guest 
speaker;  His  Majesty,  music; 
Lavon  Hatten,  pastor;  for 
more  information  call  (662) 
237-4145  or  (662)  226-703i 

Mount  Olive,"  Coila: 
Homecoming  May  30;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  a  covered 
dish  lunch  will  follow; 
Tommy  Williamson,  speaker; 
all  are  welcome;  (66z)  237- 
4569  or  (662)  458-9230. 

Antioch,  Lawrence 
County:  Homecoming  May 
23;  worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner 
on  the  grounds,  noon;  after¬ 
noon  singing  featuring  The 
Chosen,  Amite  County; 
Dwayne  Dunaway,  speaker; 
all  are  invited. 

County  Line,  Dossville: 
Revival  June  6-9;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.;  Ivmch  at  noon;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Don  Cook,  speaker; 
V>^e  Bishop,  music;  James 
Burrell,  pastor. 

Vaiden,  Vaiden: 

Homecoming  and  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  deolcation  May  30: 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will 
be  served;  dedication  ser¬ 
vice,  1:30  p.m.;  Gene  Gillis, 
preaching;  George  Smith, 
Mission  L^^tpr,  speaker. 

First  Faith,  Batesville: 
Revival  May  27  and  28;  6p.m. 
nightly;  Kevin  Crofmrd, 
evangelist;  Don  Brommett, 
music  director. 

Calvary,  Priccdalc: 
Homecoming  Tune  6;  donut 
and  coffee  fellowship,  9:30 
a.m.;  worship,  10:30  a.m.; 
lumch  wiU  be  served;  song 
and  praise  service  will  follow; 
Chip  Price,  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village,  guest 
speaker;  Crossroad,  music; 
Harold  Gartman,  pastor. 


Cruger 

Hawkins  ^  ^  ^  ^  ' 

Crugei;  will 

hold  Family  Day  M^  23  at  10 
a.m.  The  Bmletones  Quartet  will 
be  in  concert.  There  will  be  a  giant 
water  tunnel,  giant  slide,  and 
giant  obstacle  bounce.  For  more 
information,  call  (662)  4530009. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Richland 


Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  will  present  The 
Providentials  Quartet  in  con¬ 


cert  May  30  at  10:30  a.m.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
643-2002. 


East  McComb  Church  Ground  Breaking,  McCoinb 

Hebron  Church,  Pheba,  prcjgam  included  former  GAs 
annoimces  Going  the  Distaivs  andlfobin  Keds,  hfflCB,  roeaking. 
Sports  Camps  at  Hebron  Christian  Each  grade  level  participated  by 
School  June  1-4  for  lst-8th  graders,  (quoting  the  pledge,  moito,  scr^ 
Ray  Spe^  is  pastor  ara  Sam  hire,  cw  sinong.  &khratiiig  w^ 
Pearson  is  the  coach.  For  more  them  were  former  GAs  Elizabeth 
information,  call  (662)  494-7513.  Hawfocwn,  Ellen  SuUivaa  and 

Sandy  Ashley,  GA  director. 

Escatawpa  Church, 

Escatawpa,  VBS  will  be  held  East  McComb  Church, 
May  24-28  from  6-8:30  p.m.  McComb,  hdd  a  groundbreaking. 
Greg  Johnston  is  pastor.  ceremony  for  their  new  30,500  sq. 

ft  Bist  fmeae  tadlity  April  18.  East 
Cooke  Memorial  Church,  McCcxnb  is  rekxanrw  to  Summit 
Houlka,  will  present  soloist  Pictured  (from  le^  are  Rick 
Jerry  TVammell,  Jonesboro,  Kennedy,  pastoi^  Billy,, Walley, 
Ark.,  May  30  at  the  11  a.m.  and  K^mi  Allen,  Carl  Full^  Robert 
6  p.m.  services.  The  evening  Wallace,  Nafoan  Wells,  Patrick 
service  will  be  held  in  the  Campb^  Glen  9toemake, 
Family  Life  Center  and  will  a  Chatw  Stringer;  and  JeriV  ThTrelL 
covered  dish  dinner.  All  are 

invited.  For  more  information,  Benton  Church,  Benton,  will 
call  (662)  568-7960.  host  a  church  fondly  picnic  on 

May  22  from  10  a.m. -2  p.m.  For 
The  Women  on  Mission  of  more  information,  call  (o62)  673- 
Jericho  Church,  Guntown,  9708.  Charlm  Moore  is  pastor, 
made  baby  blankets  and  other 

items  for  Savea-Life  which  Benton  Church,  Benton, 
recently  opened  in  New  Albany,  will  host  New  Genesis  in  con- 
^  cert  May  30  at  6  p.m.  A  fel- 

The  GAs  of  First  Church,  lowship  will  follow  the  con- 
Richland,  celebrated  the  90fo  cert  at  7  p.m.  For  more  infor- 
Mithday  of  GAs  March  31.  The  mation,  call  (662)  673-9708. 


The  Providentials  Quartet 


WMU  of  Jericho  Church,  Guntown 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  MINISTER  Of  CHILDREN  St  RECRE- 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  ATION  to  provide  leadership  for  birth 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  through  5th  grade  arxl  recreation  for  all 
Insura^e,  www.christumer-ins.com.  ages.  Requirementi  irKlode  a  four  year 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSlOE  VACATION  degree;  strong  abilities  in  organization  arxl 
condos,  w>vw.gulfshorescondo5.com.  All  ministry  experience  in  both  preschool/chil- 
sizes  SUMMER  SPECIAL.  Two  night  dren  and  recreation.  Send  resumes  to  FBC 
weekend,  $195.00,  4  weeknight,  Mt.  Olive,  3200  Mt.  Olive  Road,  Mt  Oive, 
$370.00.  EfficierKy  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  AL  351 1 7,  attn;  search  committee. 

Rood  5/g8  tfyu  8/7,  (205)  55^0368.  MINI$TER  5F  RSUCAtlON  ANb 
NORRIS  bookbinding  COMPANY,  EVANCaiSH  East  Side  Baptist  Church  in 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  F^ragcxild.  Seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
bulletins  arxl  hymnals,  for  more  informa-  eductoon  and  evangelism.  Send  resume  to 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  Don  Edmiston,  East  Side  Baptist  Church,  529 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  East  Court  Street  f^ragould,  AR  72450  or 
Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  email  donOeastsidebflalislchurchors. 


LifeWiy  hai  the  fohitk»-B  ISfiiMiifw 
mini-biif  that  meeti  Mini  Mfety 


MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call 


Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl  ish.  $  1 1 ,000,  call  (601 )  582-7669. 
siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  covers,  AMBUIm'  MIfSt  (SAOWMC  OvStvi 
screery^  rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or (800)  kxTgdbtanoeoornpany.3.9h*«ae;rx>rTXX«hly 


For  The  "Right  Deal' 
On  A  Church  Bus 

CaUBiUOark 

601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


^53-2^.  Dori  A  Rita  Sebreri.  owners.  fas.  No  codes  or  retofclions,  6  second  blllfr«. 
HEIDELBERG  $tAINED  CLASS,  250,000  happy  oalomets.  IbIMtee  (866)  587- 
Meridian,  Desgin,  fabrication,  repair.  8346orvvwwxx]venarR]harcnrvioeznm. 

Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
call  (800)  368-2705 


church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbut/lackion,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
MIm.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


walk-in,  smoke-free.  No  pets,  2  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6.  Washer/dryer, 
scenic  view,  (662)  746-6702. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Improving  Sibling  Relationships 

Genesis  27^41;  323-5^  9-tl;  10-U 

By  Palsy  Foster _ 

'll  was  once  bdieved  that  if 
parents  would  eqdain  to  a  child 
Suit  he  was  ha  vir^  a  littte  broth¬ 
er  or  sisteL  he  would  not-resent 
it  He  was  told  diat  his  parents 
had  enjoyed  him  so  mudi  that 
they  wanted  to  increase  then- 
happiness.  This  was  supposed 
to  avoid  jealous  onni^tion 
and  rivaliy.  It  did  not  work. 

Why  should  it?  Needless  to  say, 
if  a  man  tells  hk  wife  he  hse 
loved  her  so  much  that  he  now 
plans  to  brine  another  wife  into 
the  home  to 'uKrease  his  happi¬ 
ness,' she  would  not  be  immune 
to  jealousy.  On  the  contra^,  the 
fi^t  would  just  begin— in 
exactly  the  same  fashion  as  it 
does  with  children"  (Fluents  on 
the  Run,  Marguerite  and 
l^^llaid  Beecher). 

The  contention  between  Esau 


and  Jacob  begsn  in  the 
won^  As  the  childien 
within  heiv 
luired  of  the 

Lord  and  fw  tc^  her  in  Foster 
Genesis  2523  that  there 
were  two  nations  in  her  womb 
and  two  manna-  of  people.  The 
Lord  said,  "The  one  people  shall 
be  stronga  than  the  otha  people 
and  the  elda  shall  serve  to 
younga."  It's  logical  to  assume 
since  me  Lord  ^x)ke  to  Rebdcah 
that  ^te  passed  on  the  informa- 
tkm  to  ha  husband.  As  the  chil¬ 
dren  grew,  Isaac  loved  and  pie- 
fened  Esau,  the  skilled  hunta, 
v^iile  Relrekah  loved  aiul 
favored  Jacob,  a  mild  mannered 
man  who  dwelt  in  tents.  Afta 
Esau  sold  his  birthright  to  Jacob 
for  a  bowl  of  stew,  he  still  e)q3ect- 
ed  die  blessing  as  the  ddest  son. 
Thougji  Isaac  most  likdy  knew 
the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Rebekah, 


he  still  intended  to  bless 
Esau,  fcdlowTO  his  will 
ratha  than  his  faith. 
Matdiew  Henry  in  his 
commentary  said, 
"Rdiekah  knew  that  the 
blessing  was  intended 
for  Jacob,  but  she 
wrtxiged  Isaac  by 
putting  a  dieat  cm  him; 
she  wronged  Jacob  by 
temptro  him  to  wickeci- 
ness.  Sie  put  a  stum- 
Uing  bkxk  in  Esau's  way,  and 

gve  him  a  pretext  for  hatred  to 
mb."  Esau  hated  Jacob 
because  of  die  blessing  and 
determined  in  his  heart  TOt  he 
would  kill  him,  but  Rebekah  per- 
suackd  Jacob  to  leave  and  go  to 
his  Uncle  Laban's. 

Leaving  Laban  after  twenty 
years,  Jacob  knew  a  confronta- 
ticm  with  Esau  was  inevitable 
and  he  was  full  of  dread  at  see¬ 
ing  his  brodier  again.  In  his 
distress  he  turned  to  Gcxl.  In 
Genesis  32:9-11  we  see  Jacob 
praying,  reminding  God  of  His 
word  to  him  to  return  to  his 
country  and  to  his  kindred. 
Then  he  humbled  himself 


before  die  Lord  acknowledgir^ 
his  unworthiness  of  the  Lord  s 
mercies  and  expressed  his  grat¬ 
itude  for  the  Lmrd's  blessmgs 
emd  increase  since  he  crossed 
over  Jordan  with  only  his  staff. 
Lastly,  Jacob  prayed  specific^- 
ly,  asking  Gcid  to  deliver  hiin 
from  Esau,  as  he  confessed  his 
fear  of  him.  Jacob  wanted  rec¬ 
onciliation  and  realized  that 
only  God  could  bring  it  to  pass. 

Before  his  prayer,  Jacob  had 
already  begun  the  basic  steps 
toward  reconciliation  as  he 
sent  messengers  to  Esau,  ask¬ 
ing  for  grace  in  his  sight.  Esau 
came  with  four  hundred  men 
to  meet  his  brother.  Jacob  went 
before  his  family  and  bowed 
himself  to  the  ground  in  sub¬ 
mission  before  his  brother.  His 
humble  attitude  probably 
played  an  important  part  in 
turning  away  Esau's  wrath. 

When  the  two  brothers  met, 
God  caused  Esau's  thoughts  of 
revenge  to  diminish  as  he 
beheld  Jacob.  Esau  ran  to  meet 
him,  embraced  him,  kissed  him 
and  they  wept.  God  replaced 
hostility  between  the  two  with 


reconciliation.  A  valuable  les¬ 
son  gleaned  from  Esau  and 
Jacob  is  that  someone  had  to  be 
willing  to  humble  himself 
before  the  otha.  Esau  was  not 
a  godly  man,  yet  Jacob  didn't 
let  that  stc^  him  ^m  seeking 
reconciliati(Hi.  Jacob  acknowl¬ 
edged  his  faith  in  God  and 
then  did  what  he  knew  he 
needed  to  do.  That  faith 
prompted  love,  acceptance  and 
generosity  toward  his  brother. 

Not  every  case  of  sibling 
rivalry  ends  in  reconciliation, 
but  it  usually  all  begins  from 
the  same  root  of  jealousy.  Dr. 
James  Dobson  says  that  parents 
should  guard  against  compara¬ 
tive  statements  which  routinely 
favor  one  child  over  another. 
Where  sibling  rivalry  exists, 
parents  should  ask  Gcxi's  coun¬ 
sel  in  dealing  witti  it.  Where 
there  are  adult  siblings  who 
have  a  quarrel  against  one 
another,  pray  for  ttiem  tiiat  Gcxl 
will  help  them  to  forgive  each 
other  as  Christ  has  forgiven  us. 

Foster  is  member  (4  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Consistent  Behavior 

Titus  2:1-15 


talk  should  match  example  to  them.  The  words  pastor  of  Shadow  Mountain 
your  walk.  Have  you  reverent,  sensible,  and  pure  are  Community  Church  in 
ever  known  someone  among  what  Paul  says  is  to  be  Southern  California  states, 
that  behaves  a  particu-  taught  to  the  younger  women.  "There  is  so  much  of  the  world 
lar  way  on  Sunday  Also  Paul  instructs  the  older  in  the  church  and  the  church  in 
only  to  act  altogether  women  to  teach  them  to  be  the  world  that  sometimes  it  is 
on  gcKxi  homemakers  and  gcxxl  hard  to  tell  a  difiaence."  Laclies 
rd  wives.  With  all  due  respect,  and  gentleman,  when  the  Bible 
.  I  women,  are  you  an  example  to  calls  us  a  "peculiar  people"  it 
lat  the  young  ladies  in  your  com-  doesn't  mean  we  are  to  act 
munity  or  do  you  talk  down  weird.  It  does  mean,  however, 
■  ■  ~  '  ’  that  we  are  to  be  different  than 

those  diat  dcxi't  know  Qiiist  as 
Savior  and  Lord.  Verse  13  and 
Integnty  and  dignity.  14  reminds  all  of  us  diat  the 

Lord  Jesus  is  indeed  coming 
II.  Thb  Preacher  (2:11-15)  again.  We  are  guilty  of  gettii^ 
Paul  shifts  gears  here  to  so  bogged  down  wim  this 
remind  Titus  what  his  message  world  TOt  we  forget  sometimes 
our  should  be.  He  begins  in  verse  that  we  are  iust  passing 
11  telling  all  of  us  about  the  dirough.  Jesus  Christ  died  for 
of  Gcxl.  Let  us  us  and  one  day  scxm.  He  is 

back  to  get  us!  Paul 
chapta  toling  Titus  to 


concerned  with  our  | _ _ _ 

behavior?  Passing  for  this  is  hypcx;r: 

d  an  old  notes  or  chewing  have  always  said 

from  «^ien  gum  in  class  is  one  McKay  the  only  thing  worse 

grade.  The  ming.  Behaving  than  being  called  a  about  them?  Men,  you  also 

sudi  as  ung^ly  or  in  such  a  way  that  hypcKrite  is  to  be  guilty  of  the  have  a  responsibility  to  the 

nd  Scxial  is  not  Christ-like  is  not  only  charge.  My  friends,  if  you  younger  men  to  demonstrate 

lU  there,  hurting  your  relationship  sing  praises  to  the  Lord  on  '  *  '*■  •*" 

ha  review  with  the  radier,  but  it  also  Sunday,  how  can  you  curse 
tiievements  may  be  causing  a  fellow  your  boss  with  the  same 
sooiething  Christian  to  stumble.  In  this  mouth  on  Monday?  In  verse 
.There was  week's  lesson  Paul  provides  one  it  is  crystal  clear  that 
Titing  and  us  with  a  challen^  to  prac-  what  comes  out 
.  I  had  for-  tice  what  we  preaoi.  He  tells  mouths  should  reflect  the 
(or  at  least  us  that  our  lifestyle  should  be  truths  of  the  Scriptures.  wonderful  grace 

Id  on  their  evidence  of  Gcxi's  Word  and  In  verses  two  through  eight  neva  fail  to  remember  that  it  is  comini 

nine  week  our  conduct  should  be  pleas-  Paul  discusses  all  kinds  of  peo-  by  His  grace  that  we  are  saved  ends  tl  ^  _ 

d  amusing  ing  to  the  Lord.  pie.  He  challenges  both  the  (Ephesians  2:8).  preach  and  share  the  GogtoI 

rade  on  the  olda  men  and  women  to  be  Please  note  the  Lord's  grace  .  with  powa  and  authority.  My 

was  for  L  The  People  (2:1-10)  examples  to  die  younger  men  doesn't  stop  there.  That  same  fellow  pastors,  when  you 

diat  the  No  one  should  have  any  and  women.  Older  women  grace  teaches  us  to  deny  the  preach  about  Jesus  you  preach 

was  pretty  misunderstanding  or  need  for  especially  are  implored  to  serve  gcxilessness  of  this  world,  and  the  greatest  name  ever  scxiken. 

the  teadia  clarification  in  regards  to  as  not  cxily  role  mcxlels  but  tes-  also  should  encourage  us  to  live  Don  t  be  timid.  Boldly  declare 

y  chicken  verse  one.  It  says  m  die  HCSB  taments  to  sound  behavior,  a  life  that  is  approved  by  (Uod.  the  wonderful  grace  of  God. 

to  read,  at  "But  you  must  speak  what  is  Instead  of  complaining  how  In  other  words,  our  behavior 

my  trouble,  consistent  with  sound  teach-  bad  die  young  people  m  our  should  be  different  than  that  of 

hat  (jod  is  ing."  In  other  words,  your  scxaety  are  today,  offer  to  be  an  a  lost  person.  David  Jeremiah, 
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Church, 


KalkcrlM  SnMIi 
ComloTech 
Mr.  G«or|c  H.  Sattk 
Mn.  C.  D.  PoUm 
Mn.  EracMlMSaUlii 
Mn.  Sue  M.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Junes  Crosby 
Mrs.  Grace  Smith 
Mn.  Dot  Griffin 
Mn.  Msrgsrtte  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lee  E.  Gillespie 
Mrs.  Mirths  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Scott  Sills  A 
Fimily 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Greg  TVn^  & 
Family 

Tbomis  Smith 

Mn.  Doris  Firmer 
Howirti  ChmtiiM  Snowden 
Mn.  Bob  J.  Wolfe  Sr. 

John  demon  Sojourner 
Mr.  Yogi  Harris 
Jean  Spcan 

,  Mn.  Jean  G.  Jennings  A 
Fimily 

Mr.  Kenneth  Sr.  NaU 

Mn.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Johnny  Stacy 

Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  E.  Moody 
Wanda  Tyler  Stecie 

Mr.  A  Mn.  George  D. 
Henderson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Mark  M^lie 
Mn.  Sylvia  H.  Hammett 
Buddy  Stsen 

Ms.  Damic  B.  Brenholtz 
Lawson  Stephens 

Dungan  Engineering  P  A 
Neison  Stephemon 

Mn.  Doris  R.  Young 
Charias  Stiibling 

Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 
Charlie  StrlbUiig 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  Neaj 
Corder  A  Family 
Douglae  Sober 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Wsyne  Bagley 
AHcU  "Baby  Love"  SuBtvan 
Mr.  Sherrell  R.  Sturdivant 
Mrs.  Lacille  Swearingen 
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Cora  Lee  Swords 
Louise  Graham 
Joel  A  Shirley  Hale 
Havis  A  Nita  La  Prade 
EarlThrver 

Loyal  Soldien  SSC,  New 
Prospect 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  Crosby 
Mn.  Sue  M.  Smith 
Mr.  Harry  Thrver 

Ml.  Louise  Hollingsworth 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Tom 
Johnson 
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Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Hooker 
Drew  A  Hope  Wells 
Mrs.  CaUls  D.  Tiyior 

Mn.  Frances  W.  Lamon 
Mrs.  Sara  R.  FosMr 
Mrs.  Emma  Thomas 

Mr.  A  Mn.  William  Rex 
Patterson 


Mrs.  EnC.  Peten 
WaMur  PUkii^taa 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Furior 
Mr.  Chester  Phrimrtoa 
Mr.  Rod  Brasfleld 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Clifton  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  B. 
Grubbs 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe 
Heranney,  Sr. 

Vtra  Poe 

Ms.  Ethel  D.  Fulfbrd 
Bob  Poole 

Mn.  Jean  S.  Moss  A 
Family 
David  Pope 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Artis  L. 

Godfrey 

Mr.  Harold  Porter 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 

Mr.  Harvey  Prater 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Card 
Mn.  Frances  A.  Hart 
Ed  Prevost 

Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmu  BC- 
Vicksburg 
CIUTPrewctt 

Ms.  Jurlitte  Steed 
MMch  Randaxao 

Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Allred 
Mr.  Ralph  Rawb 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 
ABen  Ray 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  C. 
McDomld 
Betty  Lane  Raid 

Ms.  Bsrban  J.  Bardwell 
J.  W.  Riehardson,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  S. 

Benson 

Mrs.  Shirley  Rimes 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Rex  Cowart 
Margaret  Roach 

Dorcas/Faith  SSC,  FBC- 
Newton 

Mn.  Ruby  Jean  Kennedy 
Mrs.  LIxzic  RobMiw 

Springfield  Baptist  Church 
Glen  Rogen 

Ms.  Margaret  C.  Ashley 
Oreaa  RoUlnson 

Mn.  Addie  Kirkland 
Larry  Gatm  RosamoiHl 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Alton  Thylor 
jyir.  Paul  B.  RowsU,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William 
Rowley  A  Family 
Mr.  HUtoa  Rnshlag 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 
Frank  Rnsscii 

Ms.  LaOell  Graham 
Katibsl  Saltsr 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Pettey 
David  Sayk 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  Criswell 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


The  Children's 
Village  helps  children 
in  four  critical  areas  in 
their  lives: 


Spiritual 

Academic 

Family 

Emotional 


Dr.  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27- 
Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail;  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The^VUlage  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meanin^l,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

April  1  -  30,  2004  Oung*"  Engineerli^  P  a 

.  ,  Foxwortb,  Shepard  A 

Memorials  p* 


timeofi 


“We  regard  these 
child  care  workers 
as  missionaries  to 
children  and 
families/’  ^  „ 
-Peggy  Taylor 
Cottage  Life 
Director 


T  L  Wallace  Conitruction, 


Mr.  Robert  J.  Pace 

Mn.  Alberta  Matthewt 
Mn.  Edna  Louiie  Webb 
Mn.  Mary  Nell  Norrii 
Mn  Beth  Ware 
Mn.  Doris  M.  Rogen 
Jeff  Sutton 
James  Riley 
Louis  Bass 
Gene  Stamps 
Mn.  Myrtle  Irene  Cook 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Chuck  Keys 
L  A  J  Construction,  Inc. 
RBR  Holdings,  Inc. 
B.A.L.L.  Club.  FBC- 
Columbia 

Employees  of  Pace 
Brothen.  Inc. 

Tim  Jones  Auto  Truck 
Tractor  Co. 

Mr.  Philip  R.  Chaffin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  W 
Duncan 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Mr.  Steven  Mark  Holley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  M. 
Howell 

Ms.  Karen  M.  Johnton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dennis  L. 
McPhail 

Ms.  Terri  Johnson  Mkiello 
Mn.  Bal  Mobley 
Helen  Moore  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mn  Cart  Odom 
Mr.  William  L.  Painter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomaa  E. 
Pittman 

Kathy  Robbins  A  Family 
Laure  A  Childnn  Royce 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Thomaa  B. 
Whitehead 

Ma.  Cindy  Willitma 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Cary  Williams 


The  Blain  Companies 
W.  R.  Fsirchild  Const 
Company  LLC 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Olen  S.  Broom 
Mn.  Virginia  Bynum 
Carol  Fortenbeny 
Mn.  Bobbie  Gaidner 
Mn.  Bennie  Harrii 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Chris  Johnson 
Mn.  Jerry  W.  Kemp 
Mary  Carol  Ladd 
Miss  Lucy  Mikell 
Mn.  Tens  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  A.  Reed 
Melinda  Roberson 
Clan  Mae  Roberts  A 
Thelma 

Ray  Roberts 
Brenda  A  Patricia 
Robettson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Gene  Stamps 
Mn.  E.  F.  Tyrone  Sr. 

Larry  WeMfall 
Sybil  White 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  L. 
Fortenberry 

Mr.  Wronal  Q.  Simmons 
Mrs.  Parker 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mn.  Barney  Parker 

Ruth  SSC.  Hurley  BC- 

Hurley 

Mrs.  Marion  Cetberine  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hugh  E.  Linder 
Ova  Cotvtn  Parker 

Billy,  Beverly  A  Agnee 

Pyron 

WHUarn  Peacock 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Pat  Ingram 
Clara  PtgaM 

Mr.  A  Mn  Auliy  L.  Hays 


The  B^rdst  Children*!  Village  hiiiPMilittn 
for  M-time,  duld  care  workeis. 
>  Pleaae  contact: 

Peggy  Ikylor 
Phone:  (601)  922-2242 
E-mail:  ptBylof(P)q)Ciitdiildren8village.co 


"I  Mkve  God  wantt  to  knm  time  ckiUtm  tmd  young  ptopk  Anugfi  m*.  Ged 
ha$  calkdme  to  this  ministry  to  show  onr  youth  then  is  anodmwcyto  live  oOm 
than  what  they  have  seen,  hfy  goal  Is  to  htmduce  stabilOy  tmd  boundarim  wUh 
lavs  k)  our  youth  and  dteir  famdUs.”  ~  Dtmey  Catdiag 


Mrs.  Lottit  Sensgp 

Bible  Leotien  Claes.  FBC- 

Serdis 

Mrs.  Dorothy  MUdrtd  Sharp 
Hulion  A  Shirley  Mooney 
Batty  ShelWeM 

Mr.  W.  B.  Sheffield  Jr. 

Mrs.  MaxkN  Short 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lairy  S. 
WUliaim 

Mrs.  Leacy  Shows 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Reece  Douglae 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  B.  Jacob 
Sally  Thompson 

Ms.  Shorty  May 
Karan  ThanMoa 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  P«  Ingnm 
Mrs.  Ada  Hoyt  TMsr 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  D.  Cndsc 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Willie  B. 

Badon 

Mrs.  Thnii  TYumI 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hugh  E.  Linder 
DeaalWIaar 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jeam  E.  Beard 
Mr.  Wayne  lyiar 

Mn.  Helen  K.  Steele 
HoytUiyner 

Ms.  Maty  Jo  Tyner 
KarsnWaBiar 

Mn.  Rae  Flynl 
MIm  Batty  JaWaBMT 

Mrs.Loult  Altgood  •  Myra, 
Jean  A  Janet 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jay  Gore  III 
Mn.  Lillian  O.  Hayward 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  T.  Keeton  Jt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Archie  C. 


Mr.  A  Mis.  Kelly  Psrry  A 


LoyshySSC.  FBC- 
Hattkahtag 
Roy  L.  Slay,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Nelson  L. 
Dawson 
HaarySndih 

VEWSSC.AIgoftMBC- 

Algoma 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Rohartl.  Oia» 
UoTMi 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hi^  K 
Lindm 

Lncy  klMm^lantl 

nw^&wkFMiily 

OfMfeir  Bvo^Imiv 


^  you  for  your  generous  suyyc 
y'ne,  baptist  CfitCcfren's  ViClage 
2004  Motfier's  T)ay  Offering 


Collegian  heading  to  Russia  for  summer 


help  of  a  Christian  camp  orga-  electricity  or  running  water.  "Doing  missions  is  an 

nization  called  Mustard  Seed.  Some  children  sleep  m  tents,  unquestionable  mandate  from 
"This  camp  presents  the  They  bathe  at  a  nearby  hot  Christ  Himself,"  said  Corrie. 

Bible  and  its  concepts  to  the  spring  or  in  a  constructed  two-  "It  is  not  an  option.  He  said 

cluldren  in  an  extraordinary  stall  wiower  shack  into  which  go,  not  go  if  you  feel  like  it. 

and  unusual  way,"  Corrie  said,  hot  spring  water  is  pumped.  Involvement  in  missions 

"I  was  impressed  after  only  There  is  no  indoor  plumbing,  changes  lives,  plants  seeds  for 

working  one  summer  as  a  vol-  only  rustic  wooden  outhouses,  future  ministry,  and  brings 
unteer  counselor.  The  few  cabins  located  on  God's  Kingdom  into  focus  for 

"One  night  we  woke  the  the  property  have  been  con-  a  world  that  has  long  forgot- 
childrm  and  took  them  to  the  structed  over  the  summers  by  ten  who  He  is." 
woods,  "niere,  an  angel  American  and  Russian  mission  After  graduating  from 

appeared  on  a  hilltop  to  tell  us  teams  visiting  Kamchatka.  WCC,  Corrie  plans  to  serve 
the  good  news  that  a  baby  was  Fimding  for  die  camp  comes  overseas  as  a  career  mission- 
vsk,  and  bom  and  was  located  some-  mostly  from  an  organization  ary.  "For  missionarip  the 

tropavlovsk-  where  on  the  camp.  We  scram-  called  To  Russia  with  Hope.  This  impact  is  profound,"  said 
immatsky.  bled  back  to  camp  to  discover  organization  is  supported  by  Covington.  Doin^  missions 
Kamchatka,  baby  Jesus  in  a  manger  in  a  Russian  churches  located  in  the  takes  the  focus  entirely  off  of 

■  where  the  lean-to  that  improvises  as  the  Northwest  continental  US.,  from  self  and  places  it  on  others. 

Covingtons  cai^  kitchen."  California  to  Washington  state.  "Living  this  life,  becomes 

have  been  sta-  Cfei  another  day,  the  campers  "We  do  receive  some  dona-  about  what  I  can  do  for  God, 

tioned  since  reenacted  a  version  of  the  tions  from  various  Christian  not  what  He  can  do  for  me. 
2001,  is  located  Israelites'  journey  to  the  organizations  in  other  states,"  That's  something  I  find  so 
on  a  peninsula  Promised  Land  by  crossing  a  Corrie  pointed  out.  easy  to  forget  in  my  daily  rou- 

across  the  small  creek  near  tne  camp  and  At  age  19,  Corrie  speaks  both  tine.  Yet  when  I  am  immersed 

Bering  Strait  following  Moses  —  one  of  the  English  and  Russian  and  is  in  missions  work,  I  find 

from  Alaska,  camp  leaders  —  along  a  path  studying  Spanish  at  WCC.  She  myself  more  content  and  joy- 

This  summer  and  onto  a  hill.  The  trek  was  will  oe  worldng  with  two  teams  ful  with  Him  than  at  any 
Corrie,  an  followed  by  lessons  about  the  from  Alaska  euriving  in  Jvme  to  other  time  in  my  life. 

English  major  Israelites' 40-year  struggle.  improve  the  existing  camp.  "I  "Y^,  I  am  challenged,  but 

at  Baptist-afnli-  "The  camp  places  a  strong  will  be  helping  wim  die  con-  most  importantly,  I  eim  more  in 
ated  William  emphasis  on  bringing  the  struction,  as  well  as  with  evan-  tune  wim  His  will  when  I  am  a 

Carey  College  Gospel  alive  to  children  who  gelism  in  the  nearby  villages  as  servant  to  others." 

(WCC)  in  Hat-  may  have  never  seen  a  Bible  a  translator  and  guide  with  my  - ; - ; - ; 

tiesburg,  will  before,"  Corrie  said.  parents,"  she  said.  Graves  is  a  public  relations 

return  to  Kam-  Russian  and  other  native  Covington's  older  brother  writ^  for  WCC.  For  more  infor- 

chatka  to  work  children  from  age  seven  to  sev-  Adam  is  a  two-year  journey-  mation  on  the  Russian  summer 
at  a  camp  in  the  enteen  participate  in  the  camp,  man  in  Moscow.  Currently  camps,  write  Randy  Covington, 
village  of  Esso.  Two  camps  are  held  each  July  working  for  the  IMB,  Adam  Central  Post  Office  Box  154, 
Established  by  lastinig  a  total  of  20  days.  The  serves  as  media  consultant  for  Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, 
a  Russian  missionary  couple,  conduions  are  extreme  and  Central  Eastern  Russian  Field  Russia  683001.  William  Carey 
the  camp  is  located  on  a  "baza,"  primitive.  Only  the  main  cabin  (CERF),  the  same  mission  in  College  is  summrted  gifts  to  the 
or  plot  of  land  owned  with  the  and  Ae  lean-to  kitchen  have  which  ^eir  parents  serve.  •  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 


By  Jeanna  Graves 


William 


ON  THE  FIELD 
Carey  College  student  Corrie 
Covington  (seated  on  chair) 
talks  with  her  brother  Adam, 
an  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  journeyman  in 
Russia,  while  they  were 
together  in  Moscow  in 
December  2003.  The 
Covingtons'  parents,  Randy 
and  Robin,  are  IMB  workers  in 
the  Kamchatka  area  of  Russia ^ 
(BR  special  photo) 


Mass,  sees  nation's  first  legal  same-sex  marriages 


end  of  the  summer,  seeking  to 
legalize  same-sex  marriage 
nationwide.  "There  is  going 
to  be  mass  litigation,  which  is 
going  to  equate  to  mass  con¬ 
tusion,"  Sekulow  said  on  his 
radio  program.  "...  If  there 
was  ever  a  time  for  congres¬ 
sional  action,  this  is  it." 

Although  Massachusetts 
Gov.  Mitt  Romney  had  said 
couples  should  sign  a  form 
swearing  they  were  state  resi¬ 
dents  or  that  they  were  moving 
to  the  state,  clerks  in 
Provincetown  and  other  locali- 
giving  marriage 


BOSTON  (BP)  —  Same-sex 
marriage  was  legalized  in 
Massadiusetts  on  M^  17,  mark¬ 
ing  dta  first  time  in  U5.  history 
that  a  state  issued  marriage 
licenses  to  homosexual  couples. 

The  action  was  a  direct  result 
of  a  controversial  court  ruling 
from  last  November,  when  in  a 
4-3  decision  the  Ma^chusetts' 
high  court  said  the  state's  mar¬ 
riage  laws  violated  the  state 
constitution.  The  court  stayed 
its  decision  for  180  days. 

Same-sex  couples  nope  that 
the  marriage  licenses  will  help 
legitimatize  homosexuality  in 
America.  Conservatives  and 
traditionalists  fear  that  the 
licenses  will  be  used  in  feder¬ 
al  court  to  legalize  same-sex 
marriage  nationally. 
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ties  were  giving  marriage 
licenses  to  out-of-state  couples. 

Following  the  ruling, 
Massachusetts'  legislators 
lily  leaders  warn  that  passed  a  state  amencunent  in 
I  marri^e  amend-  March  that  would  ban  same- 
le  U.S.  Constitution,  sex  marriage  while  legalizing 
'monies  eventually  civil  unions,  but  in  order  for  it 
'formed  nationwide.  to  make  its  way  into  the  consti- 
•x  marriage  support-  tution,  it  must  pass  anofiier  ses- 
o  use  the  liceiues  m  sion  of  the  legislature  before 
urt  to  try  and  strike  going  to  voters,  -which  would 
federal  Defense  of  Be  2(J06  at  the  earliest.  Pro-fam- 
Act,  which  gives  ily  leaders  fear  that  by  2006,  the 

r'on  of  not  recog-  outrage  at  same-sex  ''marriage" 
state's  same-sex  will  have  passed. 

.  At  least  38  states  The  ruling  by  the 
defense  of  mar-  Massachusetts  high  court  has 
riage  acts  explicitly  banning  led  to  a  backlaw  in  many 
same-sex  marmge.  ways  nationally.  Six  state  leg- 

jay  Sekulow,  chief  counsel  islatures  have  put  state  con¬ 
fer  me  American  Center  for  stitutional  marriage  amend- 
Law  and  Justice,  said  he  ments  on  the  ballot  for  a  fafr 
believes  that  lawsuits  in  30-40  vote,  and  other  state  legisla- 
states  could  be  filed  by  the  tures  likely  will  follow. 


'The  sacred  institution  of  "but  to  us,  today  is  a  big  deal, 
marriage,"  President  Bush  said  This  is  just  a  le^  affirnuition 
in  a  Statement  issued  at  the  and  protection  for  our  femiiy." 

White  House,  "riunild  not  be  Tanya  McCloskey,  age  52, 
redefined  by  a  few  activist  and  Marcia  Kadish,  age^  — 
judges.  All  Americans  have  a  two  Massachusetts  residents  — 
right  to  be  heard  in  Bus  debate,  may  have  been  the  first  to 
I  called  on  fee  Congress  to  pass  excnange  vows.  At  9:15  a.m. 
and  to  send  to  the  states  for  rat-  Eastern  time,  a  Cambridge  city 
ification  an  amendment  to  our  clerk  told  them;  "I  now  pro- 
Constitution  defining  and  pro-  nounce  you  married  under  the 
tecting  marriage  as  a  union  of  a  laws  of  fee  Commonwealth  of  have  '^nini 
man  and  a  woman  as  husband  Massachusetts." 
and  wiife.  The  need  for  that  Chris  McCary,  age  43,  and 
amendment  is  still  urgent,  and  I  John  Sullivan,  age  3/ —  b^  of 
repeat  feat  call  today."  Alabama  —  a^  received  a 

'^ea»  from  now,  we  hope  marriage  license.  "This  is  the 
this  won't  be  a  big  deal,"  Joan  most  important  day  of  my  life," 

Williams,  who  received  a  mar-  McCary  told  the  AP. 
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Clue:  E-m-A 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  Is  sdbstituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Genesis  1:1 


The  Baptist  Recxjro 


